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Did the Roman Empire have a military strategy 

and were the Jafnids part of it 8
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Abstract - The existence of a Roman military strategy is a highly debated issue. 
!"#$%&$' $()#)*' +%,#' -.#' /0#' )-12%#2' %0' -.#' "3#)#0-' "("#3*' $(0' 3#4#(+' ./5' %0' +(-#'
antiquity the Romans organized the defence of the Near Eastern provinces against 
"/))%6+#' (--($,)' 67' 83(6' -3%6#)9' :.#' $3#(-%/0' /;' (' <%+%-(37' )7)-#<' 6()#2' /0' -.#'
$//"#3(-%/0'6#-5##0'-.#'(3<7'+#2'67'the magister militum per orientem and the various 
limitanean armies under the command of the duces provided fruitful results. Over 
-%<#*'-.#'83(6'".7+(3$.)'5%-.'-.#%3'<#0'6#$(<#'%04/+4#2'%0')1""/3-%0='-.#'%<"#3%(+'
(3<79'>/0)#?1#0-+7*'%<"/3-(0-'".7+(3$.)'5#3#'(""/%0-#2'-/'-.#'"/)%-%/0'/;'"3/4%0$%(+'
phylarch. These Arab chiefs provided assistance to the imperial army against the 
tribes allied to the Persians. Moreover, at times they participated in the campaigns 
(=(%0)-'-.#'@#3)%(0)9'A%0(++7*'-.#7'5#3#'($-%4#'%0')1""3#))%0='%0-#30(+'2%)-136(0$#)9'
In Justinian’s time external circumstances pushed the imperial authorities to adopt 
(' 2%B#3#0-' <%+%-(37' /3=(0%C(-%/0*' %0$3#()%0=' -.#' "/)%-%/0' /;' /0#' /;' -.#' "3/4%0$%(+'
".7+(3$.)9'>/0)#?1#0-+7*'5#'<1)-'(2<%-'-.(-'-.#'$.(3($-#3'/;'-.#'%<"#3%(+'2#;#0)%4#'
)-3(-#=7'102#35#0-'(0'%0-#3#)-%0='$.(0=#9

D9'E' -.(0,'F#/B3#7'F3#(-3#G' ;/3'.(4%0=' %<"3/4#2'-.#'"3#)#0-'"("#3' %0')#4#3(+'5(7)9'8'
+()-' 3#4%)%/0' /;' -.#' -#G-' 5()' <(2#' 67' H/+;' I%#6#)$.1#-C' 5./' #03%$.#2' %-' 5%-.' /-.#3' 0#5'
suggestions. He deserves my gratitude for having spent so much time in correcting it and 
%0')162%4%2%0='%-'%0'$.("-#3)9':.#7'(3#'0/-'3#)"/0)%6+#';/3'(07'<%)-(,#)'5.%$.'<(7'3#<(%09'
E-'<1)-'6#'$+(3%&#2'-.(-*'$/0-3(37' -/'<7'$1)-/<' %0'"3#4%/1)'"16+%$(-%/0)*' E'.(4#'($$#"-#2'
the suggestion of the organizers of the present congress that it is more correct to refer to 
-.#'%<"/3-(0-'83(6'=3/1"'5./'6#$(<#'(0'(++7'/;'J/<#'%0'-.#')%G-.'$#0-137'()'-.#'K(;0%2)9'
L7' 2/%0=' )/' 5#' <(,#' (' "3/"#3' 2%)-%0$-%/0' 6#-5##0' -.#' -3%6#' /;' F.())M0' (02' (' 270()-7' /;'
F.())M0%2'"3%0$#)'5./'6#$(<#'(++%#)'-.#'J/<(0)*'%9'#9'-.#'K(;0%2)9'!/'(+)/*'%-'5()'-.#'N()3%2*'
('270()-7'/;'I(,.<%2'"3%0$#)'5./'5#3#'(++%#)'/;'-.#'@#3)%(0)9'!##'J/6%0'OPPQR'A%).#3'OPDD69
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INTRODUCTION

In the present paper I shall discuss three main issues. Firstly, relying on the 
2/$1<#0-(-%/0'$/0$#30%0='-.#'N#(3'S()-'(3#(*'E').(++'2#(+'5%-.'-.#'"3/6+#<'/;'-.#'
"3#)1<#2'#G%)-#0$#'/;'('J/<(0')-3(-#=7'/3'=3(02')-3(-#=7'%0'I(-#'80-%?1%-79'E-'5%++'
6#'(3=1#2'-.(-'-.#'#<"%3#'5()'(6+#'-/'$/0$#%4#'('$/.#3#0-')-3(-#=7';/3'-.#'2#;#0$#'
/;'-.#'"3/4%0$#)9'!#$/02+7*'E').(++'63%#T7'2%)$1))'-.#'2#=3##'/;'-.#'%0-#=3(-%/0'/;'-.#'
Arab chiefs, the phylarchs, into the imperial structure. I shall go on to examine the 
precise part played by the Empire’s Arab allies in Roman Empire’s military operations 
(=(%0)-'-.#'@#3)%(0)'(02'-.#%3'83(6'(++%#)9':.%32+7*'E').(++'5/3,'/1-'-.#'(%<)'/;'-.#'
J/<(0'(1-./3%-%#)'%0'(""/%0-%0='-.#'K(;0%2'UM3%-.'V83#-.()W'-/'-.#'"/)%-%/0'/;'$.%#;'
/;'(++'-.#'83(6'(++%#)'/;'J/<#*'5%-.'('"(3-%$1+(3';/$1)'/0'-.#'<%+%-(37'%<"+%$(-%/0)'
/;'-.%)'2#$%)%/09'A13-.#3</3#*'E'%0-#02'-/'#G(<%0#'./5';(3'-.#'"/)%-%/0'=(%0#2'67'
-.#'K(;0%2)'%0'-.#')%G-.'$#0-137'3#"3#)#0-#2'('$/<"+#-#+7'0#5'2#4#+/"<#0-'%0'-.#'
relations of the Roman Empire and its Arab allies. Finally, I shall discuss the changes 
-.(-' (B#$-#2' -.#' J/<(0' <%+%-(37' /3=(0%)(-%/0' %0' -.#' )%G-.' $#0-1379' !/<#' <(X/3'
%))1#)'%0'"/+%-%$(+'(02'<%+%-(37'.%)-/37'5%++'6#'$+(3%&#29'E0'"(3-%$1+(3*'-.#'4%#5'-.(-'
-.#'83(6)'(++%#2'/;'-.#'J/<(0)'3#"3#)#0-#2'('"/5#3;1+' %02#"#02#0-'/3=(0%)(-%/0'
5%++'6#'3#X#$-#29'8=(%0)-'-.%)*'%-'5%++'6#'(3=1#2'-.(-'-.#'J/<(0'%<"#3%(+'(1-./3%-%#)'
2%)"+(7#2'('=//2'2#=3##'/;'T#G%6%+%-7Y'-.#7'</2%&#2'-.#'2#;#0)%4#')-3(-#=7'-3(2%-%/-
0(++7'#<"+/7#2'%0'-.#'(3#('(02'=(4#'-.#'83(6'(++%#)'0#5'(02'</3#'%<"/3-(0-'21-%#)'
in the defence of eastern provinces, but they did not give an independent position.

SECTION I

Did the Later Roman Empire have a grand strategy 8

1: The discussion

8'5#++',0/50'6//,'67'S25(32'I1--5(,*'The Grand Strategy of the Roman Empire. 
From the First Century A.D. to the Third 3#"3#)#0-#2' (' +(02<(3,' %0' -.#' )-127' /;' -.#'
military history of the Roman Empire.2':.#'(1-./3'(3=1#2'-.(-'-.#'J/<(0)'5#3#'(6+#'
-/'$/0$#%4#'(02'"3/21$#'#B#$-%4#')-3(-#=%#)9'E0'-.#'&3)-'(02')#$/02Z-.%32'$#0-137'
89[9'V;3/<'-.#'2#(-.'/;'N#3/'-/'-.#'2#(-.'/;'!#"-%<%1)'!#4#31)W'-.#7'#<"+/7#2'('
"3#$+1)%4#'2#;#0)#'5%-.')/+2%#3)'2#"+/7#2'(+/0='-.#'6/32#3)'/;'-.#'#<"%3#9'I%0#(3'
6(33%#3)' (02' <%+%-(37' )-31$-13#)' 5#3#' 61%+-' (+/0=' -.#' 6/32#3' /;' -.#' #<"%3#9' :.%)'
)7)-#<' 5()' 1)#2' %0' /32#3' -/' $/10-#3' <%0/3' #02#<%$' -.3#(-*' 61-' 5()' (+)/' 1)#2'
\()'6()#'+%0#)';/3'</6%+#')-3%,%0=';/3$#)*'5.%$.';/3#)-(++#2'+(3=#Z)$(+#'(--($,)'%0'('
-($-%$(++7'/B#0)%4#'<(00#3*'61-'5%-.%0'-.#';3(<#5/3,'/;'('2#;#0)%4#')-3(-#=7]93

8)'('$/0)#?1#0$#'/;'-.#'$3%)%)'/;'-.#'-.%32'$#0-137'-5/'0#5')-3(-#=%#)'#<#3=#2'
%0'-130Y'-.#'#+()-%$'/0#*'5.%$.'2%2'0/-'3#?1%3#'-.#')-(-%/0%0='/;')/+2%#3)'(+/0='-.#'
frontiers, and relied on a mobile army to intercept the enemy force only after it had 
penetrated deeply into Roman territory. At a later stage Diocletian succeeded in 
/3=(0%C%0='(').(++/5')7)-#<'/;'2#;#0$#'%0'2#"-.'%0'5.%$.'/0+7'-.#'/1-#3'C/0#'5/1+2'
6#'/32%0(3%+7'#G"/)#2'-/'-.#'#66'(02'T/5'/;'5(3;(3#9'E0'/32#3'-/'<(,#'-.%)')-3(-#=7'

O9'I1--5(,'D^_`9
a9'I1--5(,'D^_`Y'bbZDO`*'``9
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#B#$-%4#' [%/$+#-%(0' /3=(0%C#2' (' )#3%#)' /;' ;/3-%&#2' /1-"/)-)' 2#)%=0#2' -/' %0-#3$#"-'
#0#<7' (--($,)' /0' -.#' ;(3' )%2#' /;' -.#' ;3/0-%#39' :.#3#' (3#' -5/' "3#$/02%-%/0)' ;/3' ('
)1$$#);1+'2#;#0$#'%0'2#"-.')-3(-#=7Y'&3)-*'-.#'#)-(6+%).<#0-'/;'('3#)%+%#0-'0#-5/3,'
/;';/3-%&$(-%/0)'+(%2'/1-'%0'2#"-.R')#$/02+7*'-.#'2#"+/7<#0-'%0'#4#37')#$-/3'/;';/3$#)'
)1h$%#0-+7' "/5#3;1+' -/' 2#(+' #B#$-%4#+7' 5%-.' +/$(+' -.3#(-)9' >/0)-(0-%0#' (2/"-#2'
('2%B#3#0-')/+1-%/0'$3#(-%0='-.#'&#+2'(3<79':.%)'63/1=.-'(6/1-'('-3(0)%-%/0';3/<'
-.#').(++/5'2#;#0$#'%0'2#"-.'/;'[%/$+#-%(0'-/'('2##"#3')7)-#<'6()#2'/0')-3/0='&#+2'
(3<%#)'(02'3(-.#3'5#(,')#$-/3(+';/3$#)94

:.#' %2#()' ;/3<1+(-#2' 67' I1--5(,' $(1)#2' $/0)%2#3(6+#' $/0-3/4#3)7' %0' -.#'
)$./+(3+7' 5/3+29' 82<%3(-%/0' /;' I1--5(,' ;/3' .(4%0=' )1""+%#2' 0#5' 2/$1<#0-(-%/0'
(02' (' 0#5' "#3)"#$-%4#' /0' (0' %<"/3-(0-' %))1#' 5()' 6(+(0$#2' 67' )#3%/1)' $3%-%$%)<9'
U#' 5()' $.(3=#2' 5%-.' .(4%0=' %0-3/21$#2' </2#30' $/0$#"-%/0)' %0-/' -.#' 2%)$1))%/0'
/;'(0'(0$%#0-'%0)-%-1-%/09'N/-'/0+7'2%2'-.#'J/<(0)'0/-'.(4#'(07-.%0='+%,#'('$#0-3#'
/;')-3(-#=%$(+')-12%#)R'61-'10+%,#'('</2#30')-(-#*'-.#7'5#3#'0/-'#4#0'%0-#3#)-#2'%0'
<(3,%0=' -.#' 6/102(3%#)' /;' -.#' #<"%3#9' E-' 5()' (+)/' /6X#$-#2' -.(-' -.#' J/<(0)' 2%2'
0/-'.(4#'(0'#B#$-%4#'%0-#++%=#0$#')#34%$#'(02'-.(-'-.#7'+($,#2'('=//2'=#/=3(".%$(+'
,0/5+#2=#'(02'-.(-'-.%)'"3#$+12#2'-.#%3'"+(00%0='('2#;#0)%4#')-3(-#=79'd/3#/4#3*'%-'
5()')-3#))#2'-.(-'%0'-.#'&3)-'$#0-13%#)'/;'-.#'#<"%3#'J/<(0'<%+%-(37'"/+%$7'.(2'(0'
/B#0)%4#')-(0$#9':.#'#<"#3/3)'5#3#'0/-'$/0$#30#2'5%-.'./5'-/'2#;#02'-.#'J/<(0'
-#33%-/37R'-.#%3'(%<'5()'3(-.#3'-/'5%0'=+/37'(02'3%$.#)'67')16X#$-%0='0#5'"#/"+#)'
to imperial domination. The presence of the army in the provinces of the Near East 
resulted from the need to control the recently conquered local population, forestall 
insurrections and to suppress banditry.5

c-.#3'$3%-%$)'2#0%#2'-.(-'-.#';3/0-%#3'5/3,)'.(2'(07'<%+%-(37'4(+1#'(02'<(%0-(%0#2'
-.(-'-.#'<%+%-(37')-31$-13#)'(02'6(33%#3)'$/0)-31$-#2'(-'-.#'+%<%-)'/;'-.#'#<"%3#'5#3#'
1)#2';/3'$1)-/<)'+#4%#)9':.#'4#37'#G%)-#0$#'/;'('./)-%+#'-.3#(-'5()'<%0%<%C#296 The 
army did provide security against banditry, controlled the routes and patrolled the 
-#33%-/37R'</3#/4#3*'-.#')/+2%#3)')1""/3-#2'-.#'=/4#30<#0-'%0'#G($-%0='-(G#)'(02'
in supervising quarries, mines and imperial estates.7 Most probably the presence of 
-.#'(3<7'(-'-.#'+%<%-)'/;'-.#'S<"%3#'5()'(+)/'2%$-(-#2'67'-.#'0##2'-/'</0%-/3'-.#'
0/<(2%$'-3%6#)*'5.%$.'1)#2'-/'$3/))'%0-/'-.#')/50'+(02'213%0='-.#%3')#()/0(+'-3(0)-
humance. In special circumstamces a severe drought could push them to penetrate 
2##"+7'%0-/'-.#'(=3%$1+-13(+'+(02'%0')#(3$.'/;'5(-#398

d/3#'3#$#0-+7*')-%<1+(-#2'67')/<#'$/=#0-'$/<<#0-)'/;'S4#3#--'H.##+#3*'('0#5'
5(4#'/;')$./+(3)'.()'3#23#))#2'-.#'6(+(0$#9'A%3)-'/;'(++'%-'.()'6##0'(3=1#2'-.(-'%0'
-.#'5(3+%,#'3#+(-%/0)'6#-5##0'J/<#'(02'-.#'@(3-.%(0)'-.#'$/0T%$-'5()'(-'+#()-'%0'

i9'I1--5(,'D^_`Y'DaDZD^P9':.#'%2#('-.(-'%0'I(-#'80-%?1%-7'-.#'#<"#3/3)'"3/21$#2'(')-3(Z
-#=7'/;'2#;#0$#'%0'2#"-.'.()'6##0'#02/3)#2'67'A#33%++'D^^D9

b9'F3(;'D^Q^'Vj'D^^QWR'E)(($'D^^P9
`9'H.%--(,#3'D^Q^R'D^^i9
_9'E)(($'D^^PR'A%02+(-#3'OPPO9'F3(;'D^^_'<(%0-(%0)'-.(-'-.#'<%+%-(37'61%+2Z1"'/;'-.#'+(-#'

-.%32'$#0-137'5()'(+)/'('3#)"/0)#'-/'%0-#30(+'-.3#(-Y'-.#'"3/4%0$%(+)'5#3#'#G($#36(-#2'67'-.#'
burdens of taxation and by forcible military conscription and consequently turned to ban-
2%-379'!(3-3#'OPP_Y'O_PZO_D'3#)-(-#)')1$.'%2#()'/B#3%0='0#5'2/$1<#0-(-%/0*'61-'0/0#-.#+#))'
.#'2/#)'0/-'2#07'-.(-'-.#3#'5()'('0/<(2%$'<#0($#'()'5#++9'H.%--(,#3'D^^iY'Da_ZDaQ'6#+%#4#)'
-.(-' %0'I(-#'80-%?1%-7'-.#3#'5()'(')#3%/1)'!(3($#0'-.3#(-*'(+-./1=.'0/-'($$#"-%0='-.#'%2#('
-.(-'-.#'+(-#'J/<(0'<%+%-(37'(""(3(-1)'5()'('3#($-%/0'-/'%-9

Q9'@(3,#3'D^Q`Y'`Z^R'F%$./0'D^Q^Y'bQi9
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some cases initiated by the Parthians and the stationing of such a large army in 
Roman provinces cannot be explained by a single cause such as the need to control 
-.#' +/$(+' "/"1+(-%/0' (02' -/' )1""3#))' 6(02%-379' E-' .()' (+)/' 6##0' )./5#2' -.(-' -.#'
J/<(0)' .(2' )1h$%#0-' =#/=3(".%$(+' ,0/5+#2=#' -/' #0(6+#' -.#<' -/' "+(0' <%+%-(37'
campaigns and to deploy their military units at suitable places at the limits of the 
#<"%3#*' -.(-' -.#7' .(2' (0' #h$%#0-' )7)-#<' ;/3' =(-.#3%0=' %0-#++%=#0$#' (02' -.(-' (-'
+#()-'%0'+(-#'(0-%?1%-7'-.#7'5#0-'-/')/<#'-3/16+#'-/'<(3,'%<"#3%(+'6/102(3%#)99 In 
)./3-*'5#'.(4#'6##0'=%4#0'#4#37'3#()/0'-/'-.%0,'-.(-'-.#'=#0#3(+'/3=(0%C(-%/0'/;'
-.#'+(-#'J/<(0'S<"%3#'5()')/".%)-%$(-#2'#0/1=.'-/'2#4%)#'(02'#G#$1-#'('2#;#0)%4#'
)-3(-#=7'()'-.#'/0#')1==#)-#2'67'I1--5(,910 Although I admit that the late Roman 
(3<7')-(-%/0#2'%0'-.#'N#(3'S()-'5()'$#3-(%0+7'#<"+/7#2';/3'('<1+-%-12#'/;'-(),)*'
E'<1)-'%0)%)-'-.(-'-.#'"3/-#$-%/0'/;'-.#'"3/4%0$#)';3/<'#0#<7'(--($,)'5()'0#4#3-
theless the fundamental reason for the army’s presence.11 It must be stressed that 
-.#' )%-1(-%/0' .(2' 6##0' 2%B#3#0-' %0' -.#' &3)-' $#0-13%#)' /;' -.#' #<"%3#' 5.#0' -.#'
J/<(0'"3/4%0$#)'5#3#'0/-'-.#'/6X#$-'/;'(07')#3%/1)'(--($,'63/1=.-'67'83(6'-3%6#)'
living beyond the imperial territory.12

E0' I(-#' 80-%?1%-7' -.#' 83(6' -3%6#)' +%4%0=' 6#7/02' -.#' "3/4%0$%(+' 6/32#3)' $(<#'
-/' 6#' "#3$#%4#2' ()' (' 0#5' (02' %<"/3-(0-' ;($-/3' %0' -.#' $/0T%$-)' 6#%0=' ;/1=.-' /1-'

^9'H.##+#3'D^^aR'OPP_R'I##'D^^aR'k1$,#3<(0'D^^QR'F3(.(<'OPP`R'F3#(-3#G'OPP_9
DP9'l(=(0' OPP`' %)' 2#4()-(-%0=' %0' .#3' $3%-%$%)<' /;' I1--5(,m)' %0-#3"3#-(-%/0' /;' -.#'

)-3(-#=%$(+')7)-#<)'/;'-.#'&3)-'$#0-13%#)'/;'-.#'#<"%3#9'!##'(+3#(27'-.#'2/16-)'(24(0$#2'
67' d%++(3' D^QO' (02' -.#' ?1%-#' 2%B#3#0-' 3#$/0)-31$-%/0' /;' -.#' .%)-/37' /;' -.#' N#(3' S()-' %0'
d%++(3'D^^aY'U/5#4#3*'l(=(0'($$#"-)'-.#'%2#('-.(-'-.#'J/<(0)'5#3#'(6+#'-/'"3/21$#'('=3(02'
)-3(-#=7*'(+-./1=.'/;'('2%B#3#0-',%02'5%-.'3#)"#$-'-/'-.#'/0#'#04%)(=#2'67'I1--5(,9'I#'L/.#$'
OPP`Y'DiPZDiO'/B#3)'('?1%-#'6(+(0$#2'4%#5'/0'-.#'+(-#'J/<(0')-3(-#=7Y'.#')-3#))#)'-.(-'5#'
<1)-'-(,#'%0-/'$/0)%2#3(-%/0'-.#';($-'-.(-'-.#'J/<(0'5/3+2'5()'0/-'$("(6+#'/;'$/0$#%4%0='
$/<"+%$(-#2')-3(-#=%#)'()'%)'0/5'-.#'$()#R'0/0#-.#+#))'-.#'J/<(0)')1$$##2#2'%0'61%+2%0='('
312%<#0-(37')-3(-#=7'/;'2#;#0$#'%0'2#"-.9'N%$()%#'D^^QY'D_b'%)'</3#'%0$+%0#2'-/'($$#"-'-.#'
%2#('-.(-'\:.#'J/<(0)'n'5#3#'(6+#'-/'2#4#+/"'(02'"1-'%0'"3($-%$#'5.(-'<%=.-'6#'$(++#2'('
=3(02')-3(-#=7]9'U/5#4#3'-.#')(<#')$./+(3'#G"+(%0)'-.(-'.%)'$/0$#"-%/0'/;'=3(02')-3(-#=7'%)'
2%B#3#0-';3/<'-.#'/0#'2#)$3%6#2'67'I1--5(,9'8$$/32%0='-/'N%$()%#'%-'5()'%<"/))%6+#';/3'-.#'
J/<(0)'-/'"+(0'\('$/<"+#-#*'#<"%3#Z5%2#'2#;#0)%4#')7)-#<'()'"(3-'/;'(')%0=+#'<()-#3'"+(0]*'
but nonetheless he says that “As a result of the similarities of all the borders of the empire the 
2#;#0$#'/;'-.#'J/<(0'S<"%3#'2%2'(</10-'-/'-.%)'%0'"3($-%$#]9'S+-/0'OPP`Y'aa^'($$#"-)'-.#'%2#('
-.(-'\J/<(0';3/0-%#3')-3(-#=7';3/<'-.#'-.%32'$#0-137'/05(32)'5()'2#;#0)%4#9]'8$$/32%0='
-/'d(00'D^_^Y'DQD'Vj'D^^`Y'^DW*'(')7)-#<'/;'2#;#0$#'%0'2#"-.'5()'"1-'%0-/'/"#3(-%/0'/0+7'%0'
the desert frontier of the Near East, and most probably already during the Principate. Mann 
3#+%#2'/0'F%$./0m)'5/3,)9'E-'%)'%0-#3#)-%0='-/'0/-#'-.(-'l#00#27'o'J%+#7'D^^PY'Oa_')1)"#$-'-.(-'
-.#';/3-%&#2'$%-7';/3-3#))#)'%0'd#)/"/-(<%('"3/4%2#2'('2#;#0$#'%0'2#"-.9'H.%-67'OPP_Y'Db_'
(2<%-)'-.#'"/))%6%+%-7'-.(-'%0'-.#'<%2Z&;-.'$#0-137'L(+,(0'"3/4%0$#)'('2#;#0$#'%0'2#"-.'.(2'
6##0'($-%4(-#2'67'-.#'J/<(0'<%+%-(37'(1-./3%-%#)9'L3#$$%('OPPb'3%=.-+7'(3=1#)'-.(-'%0'-.#'
;/13-.'$#0-137'-.#'J/<(0'(1-./3%-%#)'.(2'2#4#+/"#2'(')7)-#<'/;'2#;#0$#'%0'2#"-.*'5.%$.'
implied the employment of the comitatenses as a regional strategical army.

DD9'' !##' N%$()%#' D^^QY' Da`' 5.#3#' %-' %)' )-(-#2' -.(-' -.#' strata diocletiana “served the dual 
"13"/)#' /;' $/0-3/++%0=' (02' </0%-/3%0=' (07' -3(h$*' #%-.#3' ./)-%+#' /3' -.#' 3#)1+-' /;' 3#=1+(3'
-3(0).1<(0$#*'%0-/'(02';3/<'-.#'J/<(0'-#33%-/37'(02'/;'#0)13%0=*'5.#0'0#$#))(37*'-.#'3("%2'
(02')(;#'3#2#"+/7<#0-'/;'-3//")'-/5(32)'-.#'@#3)%(0';3/0-'%0'd#)/"/-(<%(9]

DO9'c0'-.#'<#(0%0='/;'-.#'"3#)#0$#'/;'-.#'J/<(0'(3<7'%0'-.#'S()-'%0'-.#'&3)-'$#0-13%#)'
/;' -.#' S<"%3#' )##' E)(($' D^^PR' d%++(3' D^^a9' !"#$%&$(++7' /0' 83(6%(' )##' I#5%0' ;/3-.$/<%0=R'
Macdonald forthcoming. 
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in the Near Eastern arena. Both the Sassanians and the Romans started to exploit 
-.#<'()'(++%#)' %0'/32#3'-/'2(<(=#'-.#'%0-#3#)-)'/;'-.#%3'3%4(+9' E-'5()'(+)/'-.#'$()#'
-.(-')/<#'%<"/3-(0-'83(6'-3%6#)'5#3#'#<"+/7#2'67'-.#'J/<(0)';/3'2#;#02%0='-.#'
(=3%$1+-13(+'+(02';3/<'#0#<7'%0$13)%/0)9'E0'/-.#3'5/32)'-.#'%0$3#()#2'%<"/3-(0$#'
/;'-.#'83(6'-3%6#)'%0'I(-#'80-%?1%-7'$/<"(3#2'-/'-.#%3'3#+(-%4#'10%<"/3-(0$#'213%0='
#(3+7'$#0-13%#)'/;'-.#'S<"%3#'5()'-.#'3#)1+-'/;'(0'#)$(+(-%/0'/;'-.#'$/0T%$-'6#-5##0'
J/<(0)' (02' @#3)%(0)9' :.#' 83(6' -3%6#)' #G"+/%-#2' -.#' 5(3;(3#' 6#-5##0' -.#' -5/'
#<"%3#)';/3'-.#%3'/50'(24(0-(=#913

2: Which strategy 8

E-' %)' $#3-(%0+7' -31#' -.(-' I1--5(,m)' -.#/37' (6/1-' -.#' #G%)-#0$#' /;' (' )7)-#<' /;'
2#;#0$#'%0'2#"-.'%0'-.#'N#(3'S()-'%0'I(-#'80-%?1%-7'5()')-3/0=+7'%0T1#0$#2'67'-.#'
53%-%0=)'/;'-5/')$./+(3)*'('6//,'/;'[#0%)'4(0'L#3$.#<'(02'(')#3%#)'/;'"("#3)'53%--#0'
67'd/32#$.(%'F%$./09'

e(0'L#3$.#<',0#5'@/%2#6(32m)'6//,'/;'(#3%(+'(02'-#33#)-3%(+'"./-/=3(".)'/;'-.#'
line of forts and military roads running all along the eastern frontier.14 Moreover, he 
discussed the information available from the Notitia Dignitatum'(02';3/<'(';#5'/-.#3'
sources. Van Berchem argued that there existed in the ducates of Syria, Phoenice and 
Palaestina' ('$/<"+#G')7)-#<'/;'2#;#0$#*'5.%$.'.(2'6##0'$/0$#%4#2'67'[%/$+#-%(09'
This scholar noted that the Notitia Dignitatum lists a succession of military units 
such as alae and cohortes' 5.%$.' 5#3#' 2#"+/7#2' %0' Phoenice along the strata diocle-
tiana, at the edge of the inhabited area in the steppe and bordering on the desert. 
In addition, units of equites'5#3#'2#"+/7#2'%0'-.#'3#(3*'(+/0='-.#'<(%0'3/(2)'+#(2%0='
from the strata diocletiana to the interior of the provinces. Van Berchem accepted the 
#))#0-%(+'-31-.'/;'('"())(=#'/;'d(+(+()*'5.%$.'2#)$3%6#2'('=3#(-'5/3,'/;';/3-%&$(-%/0'
(+/0='S()-#30';3/0-%#3)'$(33%#2'/0'67'[%/$+#-%(0'(02'F(+#3%1)9':.%)'+#2'.%<'-/'(3=1#'
-.(-'[%/$+#-%(0'61%+-'1"'('$/<"+#G'2#;#0$#')7)-#<')-3#-$.%0='_P',<'%0'2#"-.9':.#'
alae and the cohortes'5#3#'2#"+/7#2'(+/0='-.#'!73%(0';3/0-%#3*'5.%+#'-.#'equites units 
occupied forts located along the main axes of penetration, to the rear of the frontier. 
d/3#/4#3*'-.#'"())(=#'/;'d(+(+()'5/1+2'%<"+7'-.#'#G%)-#0$#'67'[%/$+#-%(0m)'-%<#'/;'

Da9'I#5%0' OPP_Y' OiaZOi`9' 8$$/32%0=' -/' >(33%p' D^^^Y' D`Q' -.#' $.(0=#)' %0' -.#' 3#+(-%/0)'
6#-5##0' J/<(0)' (02' 83(6)' %0' -.#' -.%32' $#0-137' 5#3#' 2%$-(-#2' 67' -.3##' <(%0' #+#<#0-)Y'
-3/16+#)'$/00#$-#2'5%-.'-3%6(+'<%=3(-%/0)*'-.#'$3%)%)'/;'$(3(4(0'-3(2#'(02'-.#'-130%0='/;'-.#'
0/<(2)'-/'6(02%-379':.#)#';($-/3)'5#3#')13#+7'%0T1#0-%(+'%0').("%0='('0#5'(-</)".#3#'%0'
-.#'N#(3'S()-9':.#'%<"/3-(0$#'/;'-.#'$.(0=#)'%)'($1-#+7'"#3$#%4#2'67'E)(($'D^^QY'ib^9'E-'.()'-/'
6#')-3#))#2'-.(-'-.#')(<#')$./+(3)'5./')1""/3-'-.#'%2#('-.(-'-.#'(3<7'</0%-/3#2'0/<(2%$'
thanshumance also believe that Diocletian rebuilt the defences of Arabia and Palaestina as a 
3#)1+-'/;'-.#'#<#3=#0$#'/;'('0#5',%02'/;'-.3#(-9'!##'@(3,#3'D^Q`Y'Da`ZDiaR'@(3,#3'OPP`Y'baQZ
bbOR'F%$./0'D^Q^R'OPPi9'c0'-.#'+(-#'J/<(0';/3-%&$(-%/0)'/0'-.#';3%0=#)'/;'-.#')#--+#2'(3#('/;'
$#0-3(+'K/32(0'()'('"3//;'/;'-.#'!(3($#0'<#0($#')##'@(3,#3'D^^DR'D^^_R'OPP`9'A%0(++7'%-'<1)-'
be observed that by the third century and expecially by the fourth century horses had a 
5%2#3'2%B1)%/0'%0'-.#'83(6'5/3+29'!##'J/6%0'o':.#7(6'OPPO9'E-'%)'"/))%6+#'-/'2#21$#'-.(-'-.%)'
2#4#+/"<#0-')-3#0=-.#0#2'-.#'<%+%-(37'#B#$-%4#0#))'/;'-.#'83(6'-3%6#)9'K/).1('-.#'!-7+%-#*'
_^')(7)'-.(-'-.#'@#3)%(0'5(3'/;'80()-()%1)'5()'-.#'$(1)#'/;'<1$.'#03%$.<#0-';/3'-.#'83(6'
allies of both sides.

Di9'e(0'L#3$.#<'D^bOR'@/%2#6(32'D^ai9
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('21(+'<%+%-(37'$/<<<(02Y'-.#'praeses exercised his authority over the alae and the 
cohortes*'5.%+#'-.#'dux commanded the equites and the legions.15

:.#' !5%))' )$./+(3' 2#-#$-#2' -.#' #G%)-#0$#' /;' (' )%<%+(3' )7)-#<' %0' PalaestinaR' %0'
this ducate, the units of Illyrian equites'5#3#'2#"+/7#2'%0'-.#'3#(3'/;'-.#'<(%0'+%0#'
/;'2#;#0$#'5.%+#'-.#'(+(#'(02'-.# cohortes*'5%-.';#5'#G$#"-%/0)*'/$$1"%#2')-(-%/0)'
on the frontier itself, mostly along the via nova Traiana.16' E-' %)' 5/3-.' 0/-%0=' -.(-'
-.%)',%02'/;')7)-#<'2/#)'0/-'(+-/=#-.#3'$/33#)"/02'-/'-.#'</2#+'/;'-.#'2#;#0$#'%0'
2#"-.'"3/"/)#2'67'I1--5(,9'!/<#'/;'-.#';/3-)'/;'-.#'equites illyriciani are located too 
;(3'(5(7';3/<'-.#';3/0-%#3*';/3'-.#'10%-)'/;'-.#'21$(-#'-/'6#'2#"+/7#2'%0'('shallow 
defence in depth.17

For van Berchem, the danger for the inhabitants of Palaestina'5()'3#"3#)#0-#2'
67'-.#'83(6'-3%6#)'$/<%0=';3/<'-.#'"#0%0)1+(9'F%$./0'%0'"("#3)'-.(-'.(4#'(""#(3#2'
over the span of approximately 35 years argued that the menace for the inhabi-
-(0-)'/;'-.#'N#=#4'5()'3#"3#)#0-#2'6/-.'67'83(6'(--($,%0=';3/<'-.#'U#X(C'(02'67'
the incursions of bedouin tribes living in the Sinai and southern Negev. In order to 
$/"#'5%-.'-.%)'-.#)#'-5/'-.3#(-)'-.#'#<"#3/3)'61%+-'('$/.#3#0-')7)-#<'5%-.')#4#3(+'
10%-)'2#"+/7#2'%0'2#"-.'(+/0='(0'(G%)'+#(2%0=';3/<'5#)-'/;'-.#'[#(2'!#('-.3/1=.'
Birosaba to Menois and Birsama. Other units deployed along the route leading to 
K#31)(+#<')1""/3-#2'-.#')7)-#<9'F%$./0'(3=1#2'-.(-'-.%)'<%+%-(37'/3=(0%C(-%/0'5()'
the so-called limes Palaestinae.18'U/5#4#3*' -.#'$.(%0'/;' ;/3-%&$(-%/0)'<#0-%/0#2' %0'
the Notitia Dignitatum runs north of some of the main settlements, in particularly 
0/3-.'/;'S+1)('5.%$.'(+3#(27' %0' -.#'&3)-'.(+;'/;' -.#' ;/13-.'$#0-137' %)'<#0-%/0#2'
in the sources as a polis9':.%)'<(,#)'%-'10+%,#+7'-.(-'-.#)#';/3-)'5#3#')%-#2'-/'<##-'
%0$13)%/0)'/;'-.#'0/<(2)';3/<'!%0(%'(02')/1-.#30'N#=#49'd/3#/4#3*'5#'2/'0/-'.(4#'
much evidence of the reality of such a threat.

8)' 5#' .(4#' (+3#(27' 0/-#2*' 4(0' L#3$.#<' (+)/' 3#+%#2' /0' (' "())(=#' 67' d(+(+()*'
5.%$.' .#' 102#3)-//2' -/' 2#)$3%6#' (' <%+%-(37' )7)-#<' $/0)%)-%0=' /;' -5/' +%0#)' /;'
defence, the second one, to the rear, under the command of the dux. Unfortunatelly, 
.%)'-3(0)+(-%/0'/;'-.%)'"())(=#'%)'53/0=Y'($-1(++7'd(+(+()'2/#)'0/-')(7'-.(-'-.#'duces 
5%-.'-.#%3' )/+2%#3)'5#3#'2#"+/7#2' %0' -.#'3#(3'/;' -.#' +%0#'/;' ;/3-)*'61-' in the forts 
themselves.19 So the value of the only literary source cited to prove the existence of 

15. Malalas, Chronographia*'qEE*'iPR'4(0'L#3$.#<'D^bOY'DPZOi9
D`9'e(0'L#3$.#<'D^bOY'OiZO`9
D_9'E0'"(3-%$1+(3'%-'%)'5/3-.'0/-%0='-.(-'-.#';/3-)'/;'Menois and Birsama are not very distant 

from the Mediterranean shores.
DQ9'!##'#G"#$%(++7'F%$./0'D^`_R'D^_DR'D^Q`9'F%$./0'D^`_'(3=1#2'-.(-'-.#'[%/$+#-%(0%$')7)-

-#<' .(2' (' A+(4%(0' ;/3#3100#3*' 61-' !.(-C<(0' D^Qa' "3/4#2' -.(-' -.#)#' <%+%-(37' %0)-(++(-%/0)'
5#3#'61%+-'%0'I(-#'80-%?1%-7*'</)-'"3/6(6+7'67'[%/$+#-%(09

D^9'd(00'D^__*'09'Q*'Di'Vj'D^^`Y'OiOWR'E)(($'D^QQY'DiD'Vj'D^^QY'a_PZa_DW9'!#)-/0'D^bb'Vj'D^QPW'
accepted that Malalas’ passage points to the deployment of the duces' 5%-.' -.#%3' (3<%#)'
(+/0='(')#$/02'+%0#'/;'2#;#0$#9'U/5#4#3*'.#'#()%+7'2#)-3/7#2'-.#'%2#('/;'('21(+'$/<<(02'
(-' "3/4%0$%(+' +#4#+9' 80' %<"/3-(0-' "/%0-' %0' d(+(+()m' "())(=#' 3#<(%0)' 10#G"+(%0#2Y' 5.7'
after having mentioned the limitanei'5./'5#3#'2#"+/7#2'(-'-.#';3/0-%#3)'/;'-.#'#<"%3#'2/#)'
he say that the duces'+%4#2'%0'-.#';/3-)'5%-.'('+(3=#'<%+%-(37';/3$#'g'E')1)"#$-'-.(-'d(+(+()'
%0-#3"3#-#2'.%)')/13$#'%0'-.#'+%=.-'/;'-.#')%-1(-%/0'/;'.%)'/50'-%<#)'5.#0*'%0'(22%-%/0'-/'-.#'
limitanei, the duces had also units of comitatenses at their disposal. See in particular Malalas, 
Chronographia*'iO`'5.#3#'%-'%)')(%2'-.(-'-.#'dux'/;'S<#)('5()'-3(0);#33#2'-/'@(+<73('5%-.'('
numerus, that is a unit of comitatenses9':.#7'X/%0#2'-.#'limitanei 5./'5#3#'(+3#(27'%0'-.#'$%-79'
!##'F3#(-3#G'D^^QY'a`9
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this particular defence in depth is irrevocably demolished. Nonetheless, the general 
4%#5' /;' 4(0' L#3$.#<' -.(-' -.#' [%/$+#-%(0' "3/21$#2' (' $/<"+#G' )7)-#<' /;' 2#;#0)#*'
5.#3#')/<#'<%+%-(37'10%-)'5#3#'%0)-(++#2'/0'-.#'#2=#'/;'-.#'2#)#3-'(02'/-.#3)'%0'-.#'
rear, along the main roads leading from the strata diocletiana or from the military 
route in Jordan to the interior of the provinces, remains a convincing one.

It is certain that Diocletian had an extraordinary impact in the area, constructing 
0#5';/3-)'(02'/-.#3'<%+%-(37')-31$-13#)'(+/0='(++'-.#';3/0-%#3';3/<'-.#'S1".3(-#)'-/'
the Red Sea.20'U#'/3=(0%C#2'(')7<<#-3%$(+')7)-#<'2#"+/7%0='-5/'+#=%/0)'(02'/0#'10%-'
of equites promoti indigenae in each ducate. Furthermore the Notitia Dignitatum')./5)'
-.#' "3#)#0$#'/;' )#4#3(+' ,%02)' /;' $(4(+37' 10%-)' Vequites illyriciani – Dalmatae, Mauri, 
scutarii, promoti or also ThamudeniW'%0'-.#'21$(-#)'/;'-.#'N#(3'S()-9'8=(%0*'5#'<(7'
)1)"#$-'-.(-'[%/$+#-%(0'5()'3#)"/0)%6+#';/3'(-'+#()-'('=3#(-'"(3-'/;'-.%)'2%)-3%61-%/09'
E-'%)'0/-#5/3-.7'-.(-'%0'/32#3'-/')#-'1"'.%)')7<<#-3%$(+'<%+%-(37'/3=(0%C(-%/0*'5.%$.'
()'5#'.(4#')##0'3#?1%3#2'-.#')-(-%/0%0='/;'-5/'+#=%/0)'%0'#4#37'21$(-#'/;'-.#'N#(3'
S()-*'[%/$+#-%(0'3#2#&0#2'-.#'6/102(3%#)'/;'Arabia and Palaestina by inserting the 
Negev area and the south of Jordan into this latter province.21

H#'<1)-'0/-#'-.(-'[%/$+#-%(0'3#/3=(0%C#2'-.#'<%+%-(37'3/1-#'6#-5##0'!13%77('
VSuraW' (02' @(+<73(*' $/0)-31$-#2' -.#' strata diocletiana across the desolate lands 
6#7/02' -.#' K#6#+' J(5(?' 6#-5##0' @(+<73(' (02' [1<(73' (02' $/0)-31$-#2' (' 0#5'
<%+%-(37' )7)-#<' /;' 3/(2)*' ;/3-)' (02' 5(-$.-/5#3)' %0' $#0-3(+' K/32(0' 3100%0=' ;3/<'
r<<'(+ZJ()M)'-/'s()3'(+Z:.13(77M9':.%)')7)-#<'310)'(+/0='-.#'#2=#'/;'-.#'2#)#3-'
(""3/G%<(-#+7' OP' ,<' #()-' /;' -.#' via nova Traiana, descending to the bottom of 
-.#'5(2%'(02'-.#0'3%)%0=' -/' -.#'.%=.'3/102')/1-.'/;' -.#'HM2t'(+ZduX%6*'5%-.' -.#'
+#=%/0(37'$(<"'/;'I(XXu0'VBethorusW'()'('<%+%-(37'"%4/-922

Diocletian also established a series of arms factories all over the empire. Some 
/;'-.#<'5#3#'+/$(-#2'%0'-.#'N#(3'S()-9'd(+(+()')(7)'-.(-'.#')%-#2'/0#'(-'[(<()$1)'
%0'/32#3'-/')1""+7'5#("/0)';/3'1)#'(=(%0)-'-.#'83(6)9'd/3#/4#3*'%0'('+(-#3'"())(=#'
.#'%0;/3<)'1)'-.(-'!(3($#0)'5#3#'-#33/3%C%0='-.#'N#(3'S()-';3/<'-.#'S1".3(-#)'-/'
the Red Sea.23 Damascus is located at the centre of this frontier region and selection 
/;' -.%)' +/$(-%/0' )./5)' -.(-' =#/=3(".%$(+' ,0/5+#2=#' (02' +/=%)-%$' $/0)%2#3(-%/0)'

OP9'I#5%0'OPPOR'OPPQ9
OD9'L(30#)'D^_bR':)(;3%3'D^Q`R'd(7#3)/0'D^QiY'OOaZOO`'Vj'D^^bY'OOiZOO_WR'!%"%+v'OPPiY'aD_Z

aaDR' OPP_Y' OPDZOPOR' OPP^9' !##' (+)/' F%$./0' OPPiY' ODQZOD^9' A/3' (' 0#5' 2%)$1))%/0' /;' -.#' %))1#'
)##'H(32'OPDO9':.#'(6)#0$#'/;'(')#$/02'+#=%/0';3/<'-.#'+%)-'/;'-.#'21$.7'/;'Palaestina in the 
Notitia remained a puzzling issue for the scholars. Nonetheless one of them suspected that 
-.#' ;/3-'/;'r231.'5()'(' +#=%/0(37'6()#*'61%+-'(-' -.#' -%<#'/;' -.#':#-3(3$.7'(02'(6(02/0#2'
)/<#' 2#$(2#)' +(-#39' E-' 5()' (3=1#2' -.(-' -.#' ;/3-' 5()' 61%+-' ;/3' ./)-' -.#' legio VI Ferrata that 
5()'-3(0);#33#2';3/<'%-)';/3<#3'6()#'(-'Caparcotna'%0'+/5#3'F(+%+##R')##'!"#%2#+'D^_^9'N/5'(0'
%0)$3%"-%/0'3#$#0-+7';/102')"+#02%2+7'$/0&3<)')1$.'(0'.7"/-.#)%)R')##'l#00#27'o'A(+(.(-'
OPPQ9'!##'(+)/'I/3%/-'OPDPR'[(4#0"/3-'OPDP9'L3#00(0'D^^Q'(3=1#)'-.(-'-.#'10%-)'/;'-.#'equites 
promoti illyriciani'5#3#')#0-';3/<'-.#'(3<%#)'/;')/<#'[(016%(0'"3/4%0$#)'-/'-.#'N#(3'S()-'(-'
-.#'-%<#'/;'-.#'@#3)%(0'5(3)'%0'O^_9'I(-#3'-.#7'5#3#'2#"+/7#2'%0'0#(3'#()-#30'21$.%#)9'H#'
cannot be certain about the timing of the deployment of the other units of illyriciani in the 
N#(3'S()-R')##'I#5%0'OPPiY'OaDZOai9

OO9'I#5%0'OPPDR'OPPO9
Oa9'd(+(+()*'Chronographia*'qEEY'aQR'iQ9



D`O 8JESI'!9'ISHEN

determined the imperial decision. Indeed, the geographical distribution of military 
fabricae over the empire strongly suggests the reality of central planning.24

H#' 3#-130' -/' -.#' %0%-%(+' %))1#Y' 2%2' [%/$+#-%(0' .(4#' (' )-3(-#=7' %0' <%02' /3' 2%2'
.#')%<"+7'61%+2'(++'-.%)')-1B'(-'3(02/<'g'E'-.%0,'-.(-')$./+(3)'5./'2#07'-.(-'-.%)'
emperor conceived and produced a rational defence system are really too sceptical 
about the ability of the Roman government to grasp a complex of military problems 
(02' 5/3,' /1-' (' )7)-#<(-%$' 3#)"/0)#' -/' -.#<9' H#' <%=.-' )1""/)#' -.(-' [%/$+#-%(0'
built such a huge apparatus merely as a psychological device in order to impress 
potential invaders. That could be true, but only to a very limited extent. The massive 
;/3-)'5%-.'-.#%3'%<"3#))%4#'"3/X#$-%0='-/5#3)'.(32+7')##<'0#$#))(37'-/'2#-#3'5/1+2'
6#'(--($,#3)'5./'5#3#'3#+(-%4#+7'10)/".%)-%$(-#2'2#)#3-'0/<(2)9'c0'-.#'/-.#3'.(02*'
I1--5(,'.()'(3=1#2'-.(-'(0'#B#$-%4#')7)-#<'/;'2#;#0$#'%0'2#"-.'3#?1%3#)'<())%4#+7'
;/3-%&#2'$%-%#)*';/3-)'(02';(3<)-#(2)')/'()'-/'-130'-.#<'%0-/')-3/0='"/%0-)'$("(6+#'/;'
./+2%0='/1-'5.%+#'-.#'#0#<7'/$$1"%#)'-.#')133/102%0='-#33%-/3%#)*'(')%-1(-%/0'-.(-'
%)'+%,#+7'-/'(3%)#'%0'-.#'$/13)#'/;')-3(-#=%$'2#;#0$#'%0'2#"-.925

!/<#')$./+(3)*'#G"#$%(++7' -./)#'5./'2#07'-.#'#G%)-#0$#'/;'(' )-3(-#=%$'"+(0'/;'
defence in depth, have suggested that the stationing of the army in the marginal 
(3#()'/0'-.#'#2=#'/;'-.#'2#)#3-'5()'"(3-'/;'('6%==#3'#))#0-%(++7'$%4%+%(0'"3/X#$-'5./)#'
/6X#$-%4#' 5()' -/' #G-#02' )#--+#<#0-' (02' (=3%$1+-13#926 I(-#' (0-%?1#' #<"#3/3)' (02'
#)"#$%(++7'-.#':#-3(3$.)'%))1#2'+(5)'/B#3%0='%0$#0-%4#)'-/'"#/"+#'5./'%0-#02#2'-/'
cultivate agri deserti,27'61-'-.#')%-1(-%/0'/0'-.#'#()-#30';3/0-%#3'5()'?1%-#'2%B#3#0-'
from that in North Africa. In fact, the branch of the Diocletianic route called strata 
Diocletiana'6#-5##0'@(+<73('(02'[1<(73'.(2')/<#';/3-)'61%+-'%0'('3/1=.'-#33%-/37'
5.#3#'(=3%$1+-13#'5()'0#4#3'"3($-%)#29'N/'vici arose near the forts, and no military 
)-31$-13#)'5#3#'#3#$-#2'6#-5##0'/0#';/3-'(02'-.#'/-.#39':.%)')#$-%/0'/;'-.#';3/0-%#3'
5()'(6(02/0#2'213%0='-.#'&;-.'$#0-137928':.#'?1(33#+'-.(-'/$$133#2'%0'ba^'6#-5##0'
UM3%-.'(02'd102.%3'(6/1-'-.#'$/0-3/+'/;'-.%)')#$-/3'$/1+2'0/-'.(4#'.(""#0#2'%;'-.#'
Romans had remained in this zone.29 The soldiers that had occupied the forts in the 
;/13-.'(02'%0'"(3-'/;'-.#'&;-.'$#0-137'<1)-'.(4#'.(2'('.(32'(02'10$/<;/3-(6+#'+%;#9'
E-'%)'2%h$1+-'-/'6#+%#4#'-.(-'[%/$+#-%(0'2#"+/7#2'3#=1+(3'(3<7'%0')1$.'('2%h$1+-'(3#('
only to expand the land available to agriculture.

:/' $/0$+12#Y' /13' #4%2#0$#' )./5)' -.(-' [%/$+#-%(0' $/0$#%4#2' (' +(3=#' "3/X#$-' /;'
2#;#0)%4#' 5/3,)' 5./)#' <(%0' "13"/)#' 5()' -/' 2#;#02' -.#' #()-#30' "3/4%0$#)' ;3/<'
-.#'83(6'<#0($#9':.%)')13#+7'<#(0)'-.(-'.#'(2/"-#2'('2#&0%-#'<%+%-(37')-3(-#=79'
U/5#4#3*' /0#' ?1#)-%/0' 3#<(%0)Y' 5()' -.#' <%+%-(37' /3=(0%C(-%/0' 2#)$3%6#2' %0' -.#'
Notitia Dignitatum, 5.%$.')##<)'-/'3#"3#)#0-'-.#'2#"+/7<#0-'/;'-.#'<%+%-(37'10%-)'
designated to serve some form of defence in depth, really created in the reign of 
[%/$+#-%(0'g'H#3#'-.#'E++73%(0'10%-)'2#"+/7#2'%0'-.#')(<#';/3-)'102#3'[%/$+#-%(0'()'
they are listed in the Notitia Dignitatumg'

[%/$+#-%(0'61%+2'1"'(')-3/0='<%+%-(37'"3#)#0$#')1""/3-#2'67'"/5#3;1+';/3-%&$(-
-%/0)9'E0')"%-#'/;'-.#'2/16-)'-.(-'5#'.(4#'(24(0$#2*'-.(-')7)-#<'</)-'+%,#+7'%<"+%#2'

Oi9'K(<#)'D^QQR'I##'OPP_Y'^PZ^O9
Ob9'I1--5(,'D^^`Y'D`DZD_P9
O`9'E)(($'D^^QY'ib^R'F3(;'D^Q^R'A%02+(-#3'OPPO9
O_9'!##'/0'-.%)')16X#$-'L(3'OPPbR'd(m/C'OPP`9
OQ9'L(1C/1'D^Q^Y'OD^R'OPPPY'Q_ZQQR'I#5%0'OPPQY'DD^ZDOO9
O^9'@3/$/"%1)*'Bella*'EEY'bZDDR')##'F3#(-3#G'o'I%#1'OPPOY'DPOZDPa9
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the organization of a shallow defence in depth. Some decades later, the army of the  
magister militum per Orientem'%0$+12#2')#4#3(+'10%-)'-.(-'5#3#'?1(3-#3#2'%0'-.#'$%-%#)*'
far from the frontier. That army emerged only under Constantine and Constantius 
II. As a result, the comitatenses'5#3#'/3=(0%C#2'-/';/3<'-.#'6($,6/0#'/;'-.#'3#=%/0(+'
(3<7' E0' /-.#3' 5/32)*' ()' )/<#' )$./+(3)' .(4#' (3=1#2*' %-' 3#<(%0)' "/))%6+#' -.(-' -.#'
)-3(-#=7' /;' [%/$+#-%(0' 5()' -/' 61%+2' 1"' (' )-3/0=' <%+%-(37' "3#)#0$#' )1""/3-#2' 67'
"/5#3;1+';/3-%&$(-%/0)'3(-.#3'-.(0'-/'/3=(0%)#'2#;#0$#'%0'2#"-.9'>/0)-(0-%0#'(02'
.%)')1$$#))/3)'<(7'5#++'.(4#'</2%&#2'-.#'[%/$+#-%(0%$')7)-#<*'(-'+#()-'-/'('$#3-(%0'
2#=3##*'(+-./1=.'%-'%)'0/-'$#3-(%0'./5'(02'5.#0'-.#'comitatenses'5#3#'/3=(0%C#2'-/'
;/3<'-.#'6($,6/0#'/;'-.#'3#=%/0(+'(3<%#)9'30

>/0)#?1#0-+7*'5#'<1)-'(2<%-'-.(-'>/0)-(0-%0#'(02'.%)')1$$#))/3)'</2%&#2'-.#'
Diocletianic system. They relied on a strong defense in depth, based on the coope-
3(-%/0' 6#-5##0' -.#' limitanei, stationed on the borders of the provinces, and the 
$/<%-(-#0)#)'5./')#34#2'()'('3#=%/0(+'3#)#34#931

Ammianus Marcellinus in his excursus on the provinces of the Near East asserts 
that Arabia'5()Y

opima variegate commerciorum, castrisque oppleta validis et castellis, quae ad repellendos 
gentium vicinarum excursus sollicitudo pervigil veterum per opportunos saltus erexit et 
cautos. Haec quoque civitates habet inter oppida quidam ingentes, Bostram, et Gerasam atque 
!"#$%&'$("#%)*+),-.-,)+/-)#0%0'+1%,0#22#)%2+

\(' +(02' "3/21$%0=' (' 3%$.' 4(3%#-7' /;' 5(3#)' (02' )-122#2' 5%-.' )-3/0=' $()-+#)' (02'
;/3-3#))#)*' 5.%$.' -.#' 5(-$.;1+' $(3#' /;' -.#' #(3+7' %0.(6%-(0-)' 3#(3#2' %0' )1%-(6+#' (02'
3#(2%+7' 2#;#02#2' 2#&+#)*' -/' $.#$,' -.#' %03/(2)' /;' 0#%=.6/13%0=' -3%6#)9' :.%)' 3#=%/0'
(+)/'.()*'%0'(22%-%/0'-/')-3/0='-/50)*'=3#(-'$%-%#)*'L/)-3('F#3()('(02'@.%+(2#+".%(*'(++'
)-3/0=+7'2#;#02#2'67'<%=.-7'5(++)]932

aP9'!#)-/0' D^bbY' OQiZO^`' Vj' D^QPY' iQaZi^bW' contra' 4(0' L#3$.#<' D^bO' <%0%<%C#2' -.#'
2%B#3#0$#'6#-5##0'-.#'[%/$+#-%(0%$'$/<%-(-1)'(02'-.#'>/0)-(0-%0%(0'(3<7'/;'-.#'comitatenses. 
K/0#)'D^`iY'bbZb_'#4(+1(-#)'-.#'"/+%$7'/;'[%/$+#-%(0'()'('3#($-%/0(37'/0#'6#$(1)#'.#'2#$3#()#2'
the comitatus and greatly strengthened the military apparatus on the frontiers. Moreover, 
213%0='-.#' ;/13-.'$#0-137'-.#'(3<7')-(-%/0#2'(-' -.#' ;3/0-%#3)'5/1+2'.(4#'6#$/<#'5#(,#3'
6#$(1)#')/<#'10%-)'/3'2#-($.<#0-)'5#3#'-3(0);#3#32'-/'-.#'$#0-3(+'&#+2'(3<79'c-.#3'10%-)'
5#3#'2#)-3/7#2'%0'-.#'5(3)'(02'0#4#3'3#"+($#29'I#'L/.#$'OPP`Y'Dib')-3#))#)'-.(-'[%/$+#-%(0'
%0-#02#2' -/' 3##)-(6+%).' -.#' /3=(0%)(-%/0' /;' -.#' &3)-' $#0-13%#)' /;' -.#' S<"%3#*' 2#"+/7%0=' ('
)/+%2'(3<7'(+/0='-.#';3/0-%#3)9'd(00'D^_^Y'DQD'Vj'D^^`Y'^DW' %)'5/3-.'?1/-%0=Y'\c0+7'/0'-.#'
eastern desert frontier, among all the frontiers of the Empire, can one convincingly argue 
for a planned and coherent system of defence in-depth, and there the impression is that 
-.#'<(%0'#B#$-'/0'[%/$+#-%(0m)'3#/3=(0%C(-%/0'5()'('=3#(-'3#%0;/3$#<#0-'/;'-.#';3/0-%#3'+%0#'
%-)#+;*'0/-'/;'(07'=3#(-'2#;#0)%4#'0#-5/3,'6#.%029]'U#'3(0=#)'.%<)#+;'(+/0=)%2#'K/0#)'()';(3'()'
-.#'-7"/+/=7'/;'-.#'2#"+/7<#0-'/;'-.#'[%/$+#-%(0%$'(3<7'%)'$/0$#30#2R'-.#%3'4%#5)'.#+"#2'-/'
shape the concept of shallow'2#;#0$#'%0'2#"-.'(3=1#2'67'I1--5(,9

aD9'>(33%p'D^^aY'DO^ZDaD'(3=1#2'-.(-'(-'-.#'6#=%00%0='-.#'comitatenses'5#3#')/+2%#3)'/;'-.#'
>/0)-(0-%0%(0'(3<7'3#5(32#2';/3'-.#%3'6#.(4%/13'213%0='-.#'$%4%+'5(3)9'c0'-.#'&3)-'<#0-%/0)'
/;'-.#'3#=%/0(+'(3<%#)' %0'-.#' +%-#3(37')/13$#)'(02'%0'-.#' +(5)')##'K/0#)'D^`iY'DOiZDO`9':.#'
Notitia Dignitatum lists at the disposal of the magister militum per orientem ten vexillationes comi-
tatenses, nine legiones comitatenses, ten legiones pseudocomitatenses – that is legions that earlier 
.(2'6##0'"(3-'/;'-.#'+%<%-(0#(0'(3<7'w'(02'-5/'auxilia palatina.

aO9'8<<%(01)*'Res Gestae*'qEeY'Q*'Da'V-3(0)9'K9'>9'J/+;#W9
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H#'2/'0/-',0/5'5./'-.#'veteres'5#3#'5./'.(2'61%+-'-.#'castra and the castella. It 
is possible that Ammianus intended to say that such structures had been erected in 
('2%)-(0-'"()-*'#4#0'"3%/3'-/'-.#'J/<(0'/$$1"(-%/0'/;'-.#'(3#(9'U/5#4#3'(3$.(#/+/=7'
.()'3#4#(+#2'-.(-')/+2%#3)'2%2'/$$1"7'<(07';/3-)'(02'-/5#3)'+/$(-#2'%0')"#$-($1+(3'
"/)%-%/0)*'/0'-.#'$3#)-)'/;'.%++)'/3'/0'$+%B)'/4#3+//,%0='=/3=#)'%0'I(-#'80-%?1#'Arabia. 
>/0)#?1#0-+7*'0/'<(--#3'5.#-.#3' -.#)#'2#;#0)%4#')-31$-13#)'5#3#'$/0)-31$-#2' %0'
-.#'2%)-(0-'"()-'/3'3#$#0-+7*'5#'$(00/-'(4/%2'%0;#33%0='-.(-'8<<%(01)'%)'-#++%0='1)'
-.(-'-.#)#';/3-%&$(-%/0)'5#3#'<(00#2'%0'.%)'/50'-%<#933

8<<%(01)' (+)/' -#++)' 1)' -.(-' L/)-3(*' F#3()(' (02' @.%+(2#+".%(' .(2' <())%4#' $%-7'
5(++)9'H#'2/'0/-'.(4#'(07'#4%2#0$#'-.(-'-.#)#'$%-%#)'.(2')1$.')-3/0='$%3$1%-)'6#;/3#'
I(-#' 80-%?1%-79' :.#' 5./+#' 2#)$3%"-%/0' 3#=(32%0=' -.#' $.(3($-#3' /;' -.#' castra and 
the castella and the /-)#0%2+),-.-,)'<1)-'6#'-(,#0'-/=#-.#39':.#'53%-#3' %)')13#+7'
2#)$3%6%0='-.#'<%+%-(3%C#2'$.(3($-#3'/;'-.#'"3/4%0$#'%0'.%)'/50'-%<#)*'-.#')#$/02'
half of the fourth century, and he also states that these structures had been built in 
order to protect Arabia from neighbouring peoples, and these are surely the Arabs 
living across the frontier.34'!#4#3(+'/-.#3'53%-#3)'$/0&3<'-.(-'[%/$+#-%(0'.(2'61%+-'('
very solid protective belt on the fringes of the provinces.35 It is certain as anything 
is in ancient history that he did so.

U/5' 2%2' -.#' )7)-#<' 5/3,' (;-#3' [%/$+#-%(0m)' -%<#g' I1--5(,' 3#$/0)-31$-#2' -.#'
5(7'-.#'2#;#0$#')7)-#<'5/3,#2'(-'-.(-'-%<#'6()%0='.%<)#+;'/0+7'/0'-.#';($-'-.(-'
limitanei'5#3#'2#"+/7#2'/0'-.#'6/32#3)'/;'-.#'"3/4%0$#)'5.%+#'-.#'comitatenses'5#3#'
)-(-%/0#2'%0'$%-%#)'%0'-.#'3#(39'U#'2%2'0/-'3#+7'/0'(07'+%-#3(37')/13$#9'L1-*'($-1(++7*'5#'
.(4#'%0-#3#)-%0='+%-#3(37'%0;/3<(-%/0'$("(6+#'-/'3#4#(+'./5'-.#'2#;#0)%4#'/3=(0%-
C(-%/0'/;'-.#'#()-#30';3/0-%#3'5/3,#2'%0'-.#';/13-.'$#0-1379'E0';($-*'(0'#G-3(/32%0(37'
#"%)/2#'%0'J/<(0'<%+%-(37'.%)-/37'%++1)-3(-#)'./5'-.#'(3<7'/"#3(-#2'%0'-.#'$()#'/;'
(0'83(6'(--($,9'E0'-.#'7#(3'a__'d(4%(*'-.#'?1##0'/;'(0'83(6'-3%6#'(++%#2'-/'J/<#*'
revolted against the Empire. To meet the impending menace, the dux Foenices called 
on the magister militum per Orientem for assistance. After a certain time the magister 
militum' 5%-.' .%)' <#0' (33%4#2' %0' -.#' (3#(' /;' -.#' $/0T%$-' (02' X/%0#2' -.#' dux' 5./'
.(2'())#<6+#2')/<#'/;'.%)'/50'10%-)'%0'/32#3'-/')1""3#))'d(4%(m)'(3<7'5.%$.'.(2'
invaded Phoenice and Palaestina9'H.#0'-.#'J/<(0)';($#2'-.#'#0#<7'/0'-.#'6(--+#-
&#+2*'-.#'magister ordered the dux'0/-'-/'%0-#34#0#9':.%)'(33/=(0-'$/<<(02#3*'5./'
<1)-'6#'%2#0-%$(+'5%-.'-.#'=#0#3(+'Iulius praised by Ammianus in another context, 
%0-#02#2'-/'#0=(=#'-.#'!(3($#0)'5%-.'.%)'comitatenses*'5%-./1-'-.#')1""/3-'/;'-.#'
dux'(02'-.#'+%<%-(0#(0'10%-)9'S4#0-)')./5#2'-.(-'.#'.(2'/4#3#)-%<(-#2'.%)';/3$#)*'
6#$(1)#'.#'5()'/0'-.#'"/%0-'/;')1B#3%0='('.1<%+%(-%0='2#;#(-9'I1$,%+7';/3'.%<*'-.#'
dux'0/-%$#2'./5'2(0=#3/1)'-.#')%-1(-%/0'.(2'6#$/<';/3'-.#'magister and disobeying 
his superior’s orders he entered the battle. Fighting valiantly, the dux and his 
limitanei saved the general and succesfully covered his retreat.36

H#'"#3$#%4#'.#3#'-.(-'-.#'J/<(0'<%+%(37'(1-./3%-%#)'5#3#'(6+#'-/'$/0$#%4#'(02'
to execute a complex defence strategy that required the coordinated operation of 

aa9'd/3#/4#3*'5#'$(00/-'#G$+12#'-.#'"/))%6%+%-7'-.(-'8<<%(01)'%0-#02#2'-/')(7'-.(-'-.#'
castra and castella had been built by emperors of the past. Ammianus uses veteres for emperors 
/;'-.#'"3#4%/1)'$#0-13%#)'(02'%0')/<#'$()#)';/3'[%/$+#-%(0'()'5#++9

ai9'!##'2%)$1))%/0'(-'+#0=-.'/0'-.#'"())(=#'%0'I#5%0'OPPQY'DbbZD_a9
ab9'I#5%0'OPPQY'i_Zi^9
36. Sozomen, HE*'eEY'QR'I#5%0'OPP_Y'Oi`ZObP9
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the units of the magister militum per Orientem and the forces of the dux. It is of little 
3#+#4(0$#'-.(-'5#'.(4#'.#3#'(0'/"#3(-%/0'2%3#$-#2'(=(%0)-'('=3/1"'/;'3#4/+-%0='(++%#)'
-(,%0='"+($#'5%-.%0'-.#'6/32#3)'/;'-.#'#<"%3#9'E-'%)'./5#4#3'5/3-.'0/-%0='-.(-'-.#'
duces and the magister militum per orientem'5#3#'())%=0#2'2%B#3#0-'-(),)9'H.#0#4#3'
('<(X/3'./)-%+#'-.3#(-'<(-#3%(+%)#2'%-'5()'-.#'-(),'/;'-.#'duces'-37'-/')+/5'2/50'-.#'
%0$13)%/09':.#7'5/1+2'=(-.#3'('01<6#3'/;'-.#%3'10%-)'%0'/32#3'-/'./+2'1"'-.#'./)-%+#'
(24(0$#9' :.#7' 5/1+2' -.#0' $(++' /0' -.#' magister for assistance. In such a situation 
%-'5()'-.#'3/+#'/;'-.#'comitatenses led by the regional magister to serve as a mobile 
reserve. The magister had his headquarters at Antioch and the troops at his disposal 
5#3#' 1)1(++7' =(33%)/0#2' %0' 4(3%/1)' $%-%#)' 0#(3' -.#' $/()-9' :.#%3' (6%+%-7' -/' 2#;#(-'
invaders and defend the Roman territory depended upon the speedy assembly of 
-.#')$(--#3#2'10%-)*'61-'-.%)'0#$#))(3%+7'-//,')/<#'-%<#9

:.#' </2(+%-%#)' /;' -.%)' /"#3(-%/0' )1==#)-' (' )-3(-#=7' /;' -.#' ,%02' #04%)(=#2' 67'
I1--5(,9'E-'5/1+2')##<'-.(-*'(-'+#()-'(-'-.#'-%<#'/;'d(4%(m)'1"3%)%0=*'-.#' limitanei 
5#3#'0/-'#<"+/7#2'()'('6(33%#3'(-'-.#';3/0-%#3*'61-'-.(-'-.#7'.(2'&3)-'-/'6#'())#<6+#2'
from their various and scattered stations by their commander, the dux, and that 
-.#7'5#3#'-.#3#;/3#'/0+7'%0'('"/)%-%/0'-/'#0=(=#'-.#'%04(2#3'(;-#3'.#'.(2'(+3#(27'
advanced a certain distance into Roman territory. The regional magister'5/1+2'-.#0'
%0-#34#0#'5%-.'.%)'comitatenses in order to help the forces led by the dux to decisively 
2#;#(-'(02'#G"#++' -.#' %04(2#39'H#'$(0' -.#3#;/3#'())1<#'-.(-' -.#' magister militum 
per Orientem'5()')1<</0#2'-/')1""/3-'-.#'limitanei'5.#0#4#3'-.#3#'5()'(')#3%/1)'
83(6'(--($,9'A/3'%0)-(0$#'5#'(3#'%0;/3<#2'-.(-'%0'-.#'3#%=0'/;'-.#'#<"#3/3'd(3$%(0'
VibPZib_W'-.#'magister'832(613'5()'&=.-%0='-.#'!(3($#0)'0#(3'[(<()$1)'(02'-.(-'
(-'('+(-#3')-(=#'.#'0#=/-%(-#2'('"#($#'5%-.'-.#<937 Another source mentions that 
%0'ibO'-.#'dux Palaestinae'[/3/-.#/)'5()'&=.-%0='-.#'83(6)'%0'd/(6938 It is probable 
-.(-'-.#)#'-5/'$/<<(02#3)'5#3#'%0'($-%/0'%0'2%B#3#0-')#$-%/0)'/;'-.#';3/0-%#3'61-'
+#(2%0='-.#%3'(3<%#)'(=(%0)-'-.#')(<#'<(X/3'%0$13)%/039 and that in this case also the 
magister militum per orientem'5()'/"#3(-%0='%0'-.#';3/0-%#3'3#=%/0'/;'-.#'#<"%3#'(;-#3'
being summoned to support the limitanei'(=(%0)-'-.#'./)-%+#'(--($,9

E'2/'0/-')##'5.7'5#')./1+2'0/-'$(++'-.%)'"3/$#213#'2#;#0$#'%0'2#"-.9'L1-'10+%,#'
-.#' /0#' -.(-' 5()' /"#3(-%4#' %0' -.#' -%<#' /;' [%/$+#-%(0*' -.#' )#$/02' ".()#' /;' -.#'
2#;#0)%4#'/"#3(-%/0'5()'0/5'$(33%#2'/1-'67'-.#'comitatenses of the regional army 
(02'0/-'X1)-'67'-.#'10%-)'/;'equites of the ducal army.40

E-'5()'-.#3#;/3#'('+/0='#)-(6+%).#2'"3($-%$#'/;'-.#'J/<(0'<%+%-(37'(1-./3%-7'-/'
rely on a regional magister'-/'23(5'/0'10%-)'2#"+/7#2'%0'-.#'3#(3'/;'-.#';3/0-%#3'%0'
order to support a dux'%0'(')#$-/3';($%0='(0'#0#<7'(--($,9'L1-'-.%)')-3(-#=7'.(2'('
)#3%/1)'5#(,0#))9'H.(-'$/1+2'6#'2/0#'%;'-.#';3/0-%#3';/3$#)'%0'Palaestina or Arabia 
$(<#'102#3')122#0'(--($,'(-'('-%<#'5.#0'-.#'magister'5()'(+3#(27'/$$1"%#2'/0'('
2%)-(0-';3/0-%#3'0/3-.'/;'-.#'S1".3(-#)'g':.%)')%-1(-%/0'<%=.-'3#?1%3#')/<#'3#/3=(-
0%C(-%/0'-/'<##-'-.#'#<#3=#0$79'c13')/13$#)'3#$/32'5.(-')##<)'-/'6#'-.#'$()#'/;'-.%)'
.(""#0%0=9'E0'(0'%0)$3%"-%/0';3/<'@(+<73('2(-#2'6#-5##0'aOb'(02'a`b'/0#'Platanius 

a_9'@3%)$1)';39'O`9
aQ9'N%$#"./31)*'HE*'qeY'^9
a^9'!.(.t2'D^Q^Y'bbZbQR'I#5%0'OPP_Y'Obi9
iP9'K/0#)' D^`iY' `QbR' >(33%p' D^Q`Y' ibQZib^' (3=1#' -.(-' -.#' ;/3$#)' /;' -.#' 3#=%/0(+' magistri 

5#3#'('-($-%$(+'3#)#34#'/0'('3#=%/0(+' +#4#+9'U/5#4#3*'5#'<1)-'"3#;#3'-/'2#)$3%6#'-.#<'()'('
strategical reserve on a regional level. In fact, the episode of Mavia’s revolt reveals that the 
comitatenses'.(2'('5%2#3'3(0=#'/;'%0-#34#0-%/0'-.(0'('-($-%$(+'/0#9
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Serenianus is described as a dux Orientis. This dux is probably the same man as the 
dux Serenianus'5./'($$/32%0='-/'8<<%(01)')/<#'-%<#'(;-#3'-.#'6(--+#'/;'N%)%6%)'%0'
abP';(%+#2'-/'"3#4#0-'-.#'2#4()-(-%/0'/;':.#+)##'%0'Phoenice*'%2#0-%&#2'5%-.'</2#30'
Dumayr. Serenianus’ failure in Phoenice happened precisely at the same time as the 
magister militum per Orientem'5()'/"#3(-%0='%0'-.#'0#%=.6/13.//2'/;'N%)%6%)'5.#3#'
@#3)%(0'(--($,)'5#3#'#G"#$-#2941'E-'%)'+%,#+7'-.(-'%-'5()'(0'83(6'%0$13)%/0'-.(-'$(1)#2'
-.#'2#4()-(-%/0'/;':.#+)##*';/3'5#'.(4#'/-.#3'#4%2#0$#'-.(-'-.#'!(3($#0)'5#3#'-.3#(-
tening the Near Eastern provinces in those years.42' E-' 5/1+2' -.#3#;/3#' )##<' -.(-'
Serenianus had been given an extraordinary regional command embracing all the 
oriental provinces from the Euphrates to the Red Sea because the magister 5()'61)7'
%0'N%)%6%)*'-//';(3'(5(7'-/')1""/3-'-.#'duces of the Near East against Arab incursions.

:.#'$%3$1<)-(0$#)'/;'-.#'5%2#0%0='/;'-.#'$/<<(02'/;'-.#'dux Serenianus suggest 
-.(-'5.#0*'(+</)-'-5/'$#0-13%#)'+(-#3*'-.#'J/<(0'(1-./3%-%#)'2#$%2#2'-/'#0.(0$#'
UM3%-.m)' "/)%-%/0' -.#7' 5#3#' ;/++/5%0=' (' 5#++Z#)-(6+%).#2' )-3(-#=%$' "3#$#2#0-9'
@3/$/"%1)'3#<(3,)'-.(-'-.#'<%+%-(37'(%<'%0'(--3%61-%0='.%=.#3'"/5#3'-/'UM3%-.'5()'
to give him authority over as many Arab tribes as possible because the duces and the 
"3/4%0$%(+'".7+(3$.)'(+/0#'5#3#'0/-'(6+#'-/'$/"#'5%-.'(+Zd102.%3m)'3(%2)9

SECTION II

What was the role of the Arab tribes in the defence of the Empire before the 

reign of Justinian 8

8+3#(27'6#;/3#'-.#'#02'/;'-.#'-.%32'$#0-137*')#4#3(+'83(6'-3%6#)'5#3#'+%4%0='%0'
the interior of the frontier provinces and their chiefs used to select men of their 
-3%6#)';/3')#34%$#'%0'<%+%-(37'10%-)'5./'5#3#'"1-'(-'2%)"/)(+'/;'-.#'S<"%3#9'E-')##<)'
that their commanders continued to be Arabs.43':.#)#'10%-)'5#3#'"3/6(6+7'=%4#0'-.#'
)-(-1)'/;'#-.0%$'10%-)Y44'-.%)'<#(0-'-.(-'5.%+#'<#<6#3)'/;'-.#'alae and cohortes of the 
regular army received military diplomata containing the concession of citizenship 
(02'/-.#3'"3%4%+#=#)'(-'-.#'-%<#'/;'-.#%3'2%)$.(3=#*'0/'2%"+/<(-('5#3#'%))1#2'-/'-.#'
members of the ethnic units.

8++%#2' 83(6' -3%6#)<#0' 5./' 5#3#' #<"+/7#2' %0' /32#3' -/' &=.-' -.#' @#3)%(0)' (3#'
<#0-%/0#2';/3'-.#'&3)-'-%<#'%0'('"(0#=73%$'/;'>/0)-(0-%1)'EE'2#+%4#3#2'67'K1+%(09':.#'
(1-./3'3#$(++)'(')1$$#);1+' %<"#3%(+'2%"+/<(-%$'<%))%/0'/;'-.#'7#(3'aaQ9'U#'"3(%)#)'
the emperor for having turned certain previously hostile Saracen tribes against the 
#0#<%#)'/;'-.#'S<"%3#9'U/5#4#3*'5#'2/'0/-',0/5'(07-.%0='(6/1-'-.#)#'"(3-%$1+(3'
Saracen groups or about their contributions to the defence of the Roman territory. 

N#G-*'5#'(3#'%0;/3<#2'-.(-'%0'a_Q'd(4%(*'?1##0'/;')/<#'!(3($#0)')/<#'-%<#'(;-#3'
-.#')#--+#<#0-'/;'.#3'$/0T%$-'5%-.'-.#'J/<(0)*')#0-')/<#'-3//")'-/'>/0)-(0-%0/"+#'

41. See Ammianus, Res Gestae*' qEe*' aY' DZi' /0' ;3%$-%/0)' (-' -.#' 6/32#3)' /;' Mesopotamia 
and OsrhoeneR'qEe*'_Y'_'/0'SerenianusR'^Y'D'/0'Ursicinus'(-'N%)%6%)9'A/3'-.#'%2#0-%&$(-%/0'5%-.' 
the Serenianus'<#0-%/0#2'%0'-.#'%0)$3%"-%/0';3/<'@(+<73(')##'I#5%0'OPPQY'_aZ_b9

iO9'F(-%#3'D^^^Y'OP^ZODi9
ia9'!(3-3#'D^QOY'DOOZDO_R'D^^aY'DibZDbPR'L3x==#<(00'OPP_9'!##'(+)/'!$.(33#3'OPDPY'aDiZ

aOb9' @3/6(6+7*' -.#' ;(</1)' %0)$3%"-%/0' /;' J155(;(' /;' -.#' -%<#' /;' d(3$1)' 813#+%1)' -#)-%&#)'
to the same procedure of recruiting soldiers among the Arab tribes and of creating military 
10%-)9'!##'d($2/0(+2'D^^b'Vj'OPP^Y'eEEEW9

ii9'c0'-.%)',%02'/;'10%-)')##'!"#%2#+'D^_b9
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%0' /32#3' -/' .#+"' -.#' J/<(0' ;/3$#)' -/' 2#;#02' -.#' $("%-(+' (=(%0)-' -.#' F/-.)945 The 
Saracens led by Mavia are designated as hypospondoi by Sozomen, and consequently 
5#'$(0'6#')13#'-.(-'-.#7'.(2'-.#')-(-1)'/;';#2#3(-#)9'L1-'(=(%0*'+%-#3(37')/13$#'2/'0/-'
#G"+(%0'./5'"3#$%)#+7'-.#'$/0-3%61-%/0'/;'d(4%(m)'!(3($#0)'&--#2'%0-/'-.#'/4#3(++'
military strategy of the empire.

E0'-.#'&;-.'$#0-137*'-.#'J/<(0'(1-./3%-%#)'%0%-%(-#2'-.#'"3($-%$#'/;'(""/%0-%0='
)/<#' 83(6' $.%#;)' -/' (0' %<"/3-(0-' /h$%(+' "/)-' %0' -.#' S<"%3#9' 83/102' -.#' 7#(3'
iOP'-.#'83(6'$.%#;'8)"#6#-/)*'5./'.(2'+#;-'@#3)%('(02'#0-#3#2'-.#'S<"%3#'($$/<-
"(0%#2'67'.%)')/0':#3#6/0'(02'.%)'-3%6#)<#0*'5()'($$#"-#2'%0-/'(0'(++%(0$#'5%-.'-.#'
Romans and appointed phylarch of the province of Arabia. According to our source, 
-.#' %0%-%(-%4#' ;/3' -.%)' %<"/3-(0-' 2#$%)%/0' 5()' -(,#0' 67' -.#' magister militum per 
Orientem Anatolius9'H#'2/0m-',0/5'5.#-.#3'-.#3#'5#3#'"3#$#2#0-)';/3'-.#'"3($-%$#'
/;'(""/%0-%0='(0'83(6'$.%#;'-/'-.#'3(0,'/;'".7+(3$.'=%4%0='.%<'(1-./3%-7'/4#3'(0'
#0-%3#'"3/4%0$#9'E;'-.%)'5()'%02##2'-.#'&3)-'-%<#'-.(-'('".7+(3$.'/6-(%0#2'(')-(-1)'
/;' )1"#3%/3%-7' /4#3' -.#' /-.#3' $.%#;)' /;' -.#' -3%6#)' +%4%0=' %0' -.#' "3/4%0$#*' -.#' 0#5'
2#"(3-13#'5/1+2')##<'-/'.(4#'6##0'('"#3)/0(+'3#5(32';/3'8)"#6#-/)*'-.#'$.%#;'/;'('
"/5#3;1+'-3%6#'5./'.(2'63/,#0'.%)'(++%(0$#'5%-.'-.#'@#3)%(0)946

The story of Aspebetos and of his son Terebon is a fascinating one. The holy man 
Euthymius healed Terebon from an illness and some time later the tribe converted 
-/'>.3%)-%(0%-79'8)"#6#-/)*'5./'.(2'$.(0=#2'.%)'0(<#'-/'@#-3/)*')#--+#2'.%)'-3%6#'
in the Judaean desert, in the neighborhood of Euthymius’ cell. Some time later, the 
patriarch of Jerusalem ordained Aspebetos-Petros bishop of the parembolê, that 
%)'6%)./"'/;'-.#'$(<"'/;'-.#'-#0-)'/;'-.#'!(3($#0)9'E0'-.#';/++/5%0='7#(3)'@#-3/)'
6#$(<#' (0' %0T1#0-%(+' <(0' %0' -.#' 2%)"1-#' 6#-5##0' -.#' /3-./2/G' >.13$.' (02'
-.#'N#)-/3%(0)R'.%)'($-%4%-%#)'(-'-.#'-%<#'/;'-.#'$/0$%+'/;'S".#)/)'%0'iaD'(3#'5#++'
(--#)-#29'L7'-.#'-%<#'.#'.(2'/6-(%0#2'-.#'"/)%-%/0'/;'6%)./"'.#'5()'"3#)1<(6+7'0/'
longer phylarch of Arabia.47

Approximately forty years after the time of the installation of his tribe in Roman 
-#33%-/37*'-.(-'%)'(3/102'ib^Zi`P*':#3#6/0'6#$(<#')/<#./5'%04/+4#2'%0'-.#'"+/-'/;'('
certain symphylarchos'(02'5()'$/0)#?1#0-+7'2#-(%0#2'%0'X(%+'(-'L/)-3(';/3')/<#'-%<#'
by the provincial governor of Arabia9':.#')/13$#'2/#)'0/-'$+(3%;7'5.#-.#3':#3#6/0'
.(2'%0.#3%-#2'-.#')1"#3%/3'".7+(3$.(-#'/;'.%)';(-.#3R'%0'/-.#3'5/32)'5#'$(00/-'6#'
sure that the provincial phylarchate of Arabia had survived the death of Aspebetos. 
E-'%)'?1%-#'"/))%6+#'-.(-':#3#6/0'5()')%<"+7'(0'/32%0(37'".7+(3$.'+%,#')/<#'/-.#3)'
%0'-.#'"3/4%0$#9':.#';($-'-.(-'.#'5()'X(%+#2'67'-.#'dux Arabiae might imply that he 
5()'102#3'-.#'X13%)2%$-%/0'/;'-.(-'21$(-#9'8+-./1=.'('"(3-'/;':#3#6/0m)'-3%6#'+%4#2'
0/5'%0'-.#'parembolê in Palaestina, it is possible that other groups had remained in 
Arabia9' E-' %)' ./5#4#3' )%=0%&$(0-' -.(-' :#3#6/0*' (;-#3' .#' .(2' 6##0' ;3##2' -.(0,)' -/'
the intervention of Antipatros, the bishop of Bostra, is said to have returned to his 

45. Socrates, HE e*'DY'i9
46. Cyril of Scythopolis, V. Euth9*'qR'!(3-3#'D^QOY'Di^ZDbPR'F3/1$.#4/7'D^^bY'DOPZDOD9'
i_9'>73%+'/;'!$7-./"/+%)*'V. Euth.Y'qR'qeR'qqR'qqEEER'qqeEEE9'c0'-.#'"(3-%$%"(-%/0'/;'@#-3/)'

at the congress of Ephesos in 431 see Cyril of Scythopolis, V. Euth.Y'qq9'c0')/<#'2/$1<#0-)*'
5.%$.'3#4#(+'-.(-'.#'"+(7#2'('"3/<%0#0-'"/)%-%/0'%0'-.#'2/$-3%0(+'2%)"1-#)'-.#3#*')##'d%++(3'
OPP`*'DP`'5./'21+7'102#3+%0#)'-.#';($-'-.(-'@#-3/)'5()'(6+#'-/')"#(,'(02'3#(2'%0'F3##,9'c0'-.#'
bishops of the parembolai')##'83$13%'OPPOZOPPaY'QiZ^a9
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protector, the holy Euthymius, in the desert of Judaea.48 If so, it is possible that he 
5()'('".7+(3$./)'/;'Palaestina or a part of it, the parembolé.

8' &0(+' #"%)/2#' %0' -.#' )-/37' /;' -.%)' -3%6#' %)' )%=0%&$(0-Y' -.#' )#--+#2' -3%6#)<#0'
/;'8)"#6#-/)'5#3#'10(6+#'-/'"3#4#0-'./)-%+#'-3%6#)';3/<'2#4()-(-%0='-.#'-#33%-/37'
5.#3#'-.#7'+%4#29'!/<#'-%<#'%0'-.#'3#%=0'/;'80()-()%1)'-.#'parembolê'5()'(--($,#2'
and destroyed by raiding Arab tribes. The chiefs of the parembolê then built a 
0#5' #0$(<"<#0-' (02' (' $.13$.' %0' (0/-.#3' +/$(-%/0*' 0#(3' -.#' </0()-#37' /;' (66('
d(3-73%1)9'L1-'/0$#'(=(%0'-.#'3(%2#3)'"#0#-3(-#2'%0-/'-.#'(3#(*',%++%0='<(07'"#3)/0)'
(02'-(,%0='<(07'$("-%4#)9':.#')134%4/3)'5#0-'-/'+%4#'%0')/<#'4%++(=#)'0#(367949

A passage in Cyril of Scythopolis Vita Joh. Hesych. XIII probably refers to one 
/;'-.#)#'-5/'#"%)/2#)9':.#'(1-./3' %0;/3<)'1)'-.(-'$#3-(%0'J/<(0'".7+(3$.)'=(4#'
%0)-31$-%/0)'-/'-.#'</0,)'-/'"3#"(3#'-.#<)#+4#)'(=(%0)-'-.#'6(36(3%(0'(--($,)'+#2'
67'(+Zd102.%39':.#')(<#')/13$#')"#$%&#)'-.(-'-.#'#4#0-'.(""#0#2'(;-#3'-.#'$("-13#'
/;'8<%2(*'-.(-'%)'(;-#3'K(01(37'bPa9

E0'i_a*'-/5(32)'-.#'#02'/;'-.#'3#%=0'/;'-.#'#<"#3/3'I#/*'-.#'83(6'$.%#;'8</3,#)/)'
succeeded in capturing the island of Jotabe, previously held by the Romans. After 
.(4%0='#X#$-#2'-.#'%<"#3%(+'-(G'$/++#$-/3)*'.#')#%C#2')/<#'4%++(=#)'0#(3679'U#'-.#0'
requested from the Roman authorities the appointment to the position of phylarch 
of Palaestina, most probably Palaestina tertia. Accordingly the emperor received 
8</3,#)/)'%0'>/0)-(0-%0/"+#'5%-.'(++'./0/13)'(02'($$##2#2'-/'.%)'3#?1#)-'6#)%2#)'
=3(0-%0='-/'.%<'-.#'3(0,'/;'&3)-'patricius.50'8</3,#)/)'%)'2#)$3%6#2'%0'-.#'+%-#3(37'
source as an hypospodos'V!"#$"%&%'W*'-.(-'%)'('foederatus.51

80'%0)$3%"-%/0';3/<'l.(0M)%3'VAnasarthaW*'%0'!73%(*'5.%$.'%)'</)-'"3/6(6+7'-/'6#'
2(-#2'-/'-.#'&;-.'$#0-137*'3#4#(+)'-.(-'('$#3-(%0'lamprotatos, Silvanos, “aei kratein en 
Erembois]'V()*+,-./)01+21+3-)45%0'R'31+%0='"#3"#-1(++7'(</0=)-'-.#'S3#<6/%)'y83(6)zW'
.(2'61%+-'('<(3-73%/0'%0'./0/13'/;'.%)'2(1=.-#3*'l()%2(-.p*'5./'.(2'6##0'<(33%#2'-/'
another phylarchos'($$/32%0='-/'-.#'5%++'/;'-.#')/14#3#%=0)952':5/'%<"/3-(0-'()"#$-)'
/;'-.#'%0)$3%"-%/0'.(4#'-/'6#'0/-#2R'&3)-+7*'-.#';($-'-.(-'!%+4(0/)'.()'('0/0'83(6'0(<#'
reveals the extent of the assimilation of the phylarch into Roman culture. Secondly, 
-.#3#'%)'-.#';($-'-.(-'-.#'".7+(3$.'.()'-.#'3(0,'/;'lamprotatos9'E-'%)'0/-#5/3-.7'-.(-'
in an edict of Justinian regarding the administration of Phoenice the phylarchoi of 
that province are described as having this same distinction.53'H#')##'-.(-'-.#'J/<(0'
(1-./3%-%#)'#G#3$%)#2'('$+/)#'$/0-3/+'/0'-.#%3'".7+(3$.)9':.#7'./0/13#2'-.#<'5%-.'
+/;-7'-%-+#)'/;'3(0,'61-'-.#7'(+)/'3#)#34#2'-.#'3%=.-'-/'(1-./3%C#'(02'-.#3#;/3#'(+)/'-/'
"3/.%6%-'<(33%(=#'(++%(0$#)'6#-5##0'-.#%3';(<%+%#)9

An edict found at Beer Sheva and most probably to be dated to the sixth century, 
reveals the existence of an “archiphylos tou koinou tôn archiphylôn tou Konstantinianou 
Saltou]' V(-6789:%'+ /%;+ ,%<1%;+ /=1+ (-6<8>:?1+ /%;+ @%1$/.1/<1<.1%;+ AB:/%9R' -.#'
archiphylos of the archyphiloim)'$/<</05#(+-.'/;'-.#'l/0)-(0-%0%(0/)'!(+-/)'(3#(W9'

iQ9'>73%+'/;'!$7-./"/+%)*'V. Euth9Y'qqqEeR'!(3-3#'D^QOY'Di^ZDba9'F3/1$.#4/7'D^^bY'DOD9
i^9'>73%+'/;'!$7-./"/+%)*'V. Euth9Y'qIeE9
bP9'd(+$.1)*'A39*'DR';/3'('2%)$1))%/0'/;'-.#'"())(=#')##'I#5%0'OPPQY'Db_ZDb^9
bD9'd(+$.1)*'A39*'D9'!##'I#5%0'OPPQY'Db_ZDbQ';/3'('2%)$1))%/0'/;'-.#'=#/=3(".%$(+'(3#('/;'

Amorkesos’ competence.
bO9'A#%))#+'OPPOY'OP^ZOOP9
53. Justinianus, Edicta*' EeY' O9' E0' -.%)' +(5' -.#' dux' %)' 2#)$3%6#2' ()' .(4%0=' -.#' 3(0,' /;'

peribleptos*'-.#')(<#'-.(-'67'0/5'-.#'#<"#3/3'.(2'(--3%61-#2'-/'-.#'$%4%+'=/4#30/3*'"3#4%/1)+7'
a simple lamprotatos. 
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:.%)'2/$1<#0-')./5)'-.#'.%#3(3$.%$(+'$/<"+#G%-7'/;'-.#'/3=(0%C(-%/0'/;'-.#')-31$-13#'
of the tribes settled inside the Empire. An archiphylos having authority over several 
other archiphyloi'%)',0/50';3/<'-.#'2%)-3%$-'/;'Palaestina called Konstantinianos Saltos. 
H#'<1)-'%0;#3'-.(-'#4#0'(')162%4%)%/0'/;'Palaestina'.(2'-.#%3'/50'$.%#;'".7+(3$.)'5./'
%0'-130'5#3#'-.#')1"#3%/3)'/;'7#-'</3#'".7+(3$.)'(02'-.(-'(++'-.#)#'5#3#'3#$/=0%)#2'
67'-.#'%<"#3%(+'(1-./3%-7*'5.%$.'.(2'(0'/h$%(+'+%)-'/;'-.#<'(++954

!/<#' )/13$#)' )./5' -.(-' %0' -.#' 7#(3)' bOQZba`*' -.#' J/<(0' (1-./3%-7' 1)#2' -/'
appoint a chief phylarch for each ducate of the Near East. He is described as a partner 
of the dux'(02'$/0)#?1#0-+7'5#'<1)-'(3=1#'-.(-'.%)'<(%0'21-7'5()'('<%+%-(37'/0#955

SECTION III

The superphylarchate of HDrith

E-'%)'-%<#'0/5'-/'2%)$1))'5.(-'5()'-.#')-3(-#=%$'3#()/0%0='6#.%02'-.#'2#$%)%/0'
-/'3(%)#'UM3%-.'-/'-.%)'0#5'(02'"/5#3;1+'"/)%-%/09'I#-'1)'6#=%0'3#$(++%0='-.#';(</1)'
"())(=#'67'@3/$/"%1)'2#)$3%6%0='-.#'"/)%-%/0'-/'5.%$.'UM3%-.'5()'(""/%0-#2Y'\:.%)'
<(0'V8+(</102(3()W*'./+2%0='-.#'"/)%-%/0'/;',%0=*'31+#2'(+/0#'/4#3'(++'-.#'!(3($#0)'
%0'@#3)%(*'(02'.#'5()'(+5(7)'(6+#'-/'<(,#'.%)'%03/(2'5%-.'-.#'5./+#'(3<7'5.#3#4#3'
.#' 5%).#2' %0' -.#' J/<(0' 2/<(%0R' (02' 0#%-.#3' (07' $/<<(02#3' /;' J/<(0' -3//")*'
5./<'-.#7'$(++'{21$#)m'0/3'(07'+#(2#3)'/;'-.#'!(3($#0)'(++%#2'5%-.'-.#'J/<(0)*'5./'
(3#' $(++#2' {".7+(3$.)m*' 5()' )-3/0=' #0/1=.' 5%-.' .%)' <#0' -/' (33(7' .%<)#+;' (=(%0)-'
8+(</102(3()R';/3'-.#'-3//")')-(-%/0#2'%0'-.#'2%B#3#0-'2%)-3%$-)'5#3#'0/-'('<(-$.'
in battle for the enemy. For this reason the emperor Justinian put in command of 
()'<(07'$+(0)'()'"/))%6+#'83#-.()*'-.#')/0'/;'F(6(+()*'5./'31+#2'/4#3'-.#'!(3($#0)'
/;' 83(6%(*' (02' 6#)-/5#2' 1"/0' .%<' -.#' 2%=0%-7' /;' ,%0=*' (' -.%0=' 5.%$.' (</0=' -.#'
J/<(0)'.(2'0#4#3'6#;/3#'6##0'2/0#9'U/5#4#3'8+(</102(3()'$/0-%01#2'-/'%0X13#'
-.#'J/<(0)'X1)-'()'<1$.'()'6#;/3#*'%;'0/-'</3#*')%0$#'83#-.()'5()'#%-.#3'#G-3#<#+7'
10;/3-10(-#'%0'#4#37'%03/(2'(02'#4#37'$/0T%$-*'/3'#+)#'.#'-130#2'-3(%-/3'()'?1%$,+7'
()'.#'$/1+29'A/3'()'7#-'5#',0/5'0/-.%0='$#3-(%0'(6/1-'.%<9]56

E0')./3-*'@3/$/"%1)'-#++)'1)'-.(-'K1)-%0%(0'2#$%2#2'-/'(""/%0-'UM3%-.*'-.#'".7+(3$.'
of Arabia, to the position of chief of as many tribes as possible in order to counteract 
-.#' (6%+%-7' /;' d102.%3' -/' 2(<(=#' -.#' J/<(0' "3/4%0$#)9' d/3#/4#3*' .#' 6#)-/5#2'
1"/0'.%<'-.#'2%=0%-7'/;',%0=9

:.#'"())(=#'(+)/'"/%0-)'-/'-.#'5#(,0#))'(02'-.#';3(=<#0-(-%/0'/;'-.#'#G%)-%0='
<%+%-(37'$/<<(02)'()'-.#'<(%0';($-/3'6#.%02'-.#'6#)-/5%0='/;')/'=3#(-'"/5#3'/0'
UM3%-.9':.#'2(-#'5()'+(-#'bOQ'/3'#(3+7'%0'bO^957

bi9'A/3'('3#$#0-'2%)$1))%/0'/;'-.#')/Z$(++#2'L##3'!.#4('#2%$-')##'[%'!#=0%*'OPPiY'DaDZDbQ*'
5%-.'-.#'-#G-'/;';3(=<#0-'i'(-'Dbi9':.#/2/3#-*'Histoire des moines de Syrie, XXVI, 14-15 narrates 
-.(-'-5/'-3%6#)'(""3/($.#2'!%<#/0'-.#'!-7+%-#)*'#($.'/0#'3#?1#)-%0='('6+#))%0=';/3'%-)'/50'
phylarch. Cyril of Scythopolis, V. Joh. Hesych9*'qEEE'<#0-%/0)'-.#'83(6'$.%#;)'5./'.(2'-.#'-(),'
/;'31+%0='-.#'-3%6#)'(02'/;'/4#3)##%0='-.#'@(+#)-%0%(0'2#)#3-9'8=(%0*'5#'0/-#'-.#';($-'-.(-'%0'
5.(-'5()'/0+7'/0#'2%4%)%/0'/;'-.#'"3/4%0$#'-.#3#'5()'</3#'-.(0'/0#'".7+(3$.9

bb9'!##'!(3-3#'D^QOY'D`aZD__9
56. Procopius, Bella*'EY'ibZi_R'-3(0)9'67'[#5%0=9
b_9'@3/$/"%1)*'Bella*'EY'i`ZiQ9'A/3'-.#'2(-#')##'F3#(-3#G'D^^QY'D`P9':.#'$.(3($-#3'/;'UM3%-.m)'

6()%+#%('%)'2%)$1))#2'67'!.(.t2'D^^bY'DPaZDOiR'J/6%0'OPPQY'D_^9'U%)',%0=).%"'%)'0/-'<#0-%/0#2'%0'
/h$%(+'%0)$3%"-%/0)'(02'2/$1<#0-)9'E-'.()'-/'6#'())1<#2'-.(-'.#'5()'#0-%-+#2'-/'(2/30'.%<)#+;'
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Immmediately after having been apppointed magister militum per Orientem in 
8"3%+'bO^*'L#+%)(3%1)'5()'($-%4#'(-'[(3('%0'"3#"(3%0=';/3'5(3'(=(%0)-'-.#'@#3)%(0)958 
U#'0/5'5()'-//';(3';3/<'-.#'"3/4%0$#)')/1-.'/;'-.#'S1".3(-#)'-/'6#'%0'('"/)%-%/0'-/'
$//32%0(-#'-.#'2#;#0)%4#'/"#3(-%/0)'%;'('0#5'(--($,'63/1=.-'67'd102.%3'<(-#3%(-
+%C#2'%0'-.%)'(3#(9':.#'(""/%0-<#0-'/;'UM3%-.'5/1+2'.#+"'-/'3#)/+4#'-.%)'"3/6+#<9'
UM3%-.' .(2' 6##0' =%4#0' -.#' "/5#3' /0' (0' (+</)-' 3#=%/0(+' )$(+#' -/' #0(6+#' .%<' -/'
())#<6+#' (0' (3<7' $("(6+#' /;' =%4%0=' #B#$-%4#' )1""/3-' -/' -.#' duces' 5.#0#4#3' -.#'
provinces south of Mesopotamia'$(<#'102#3'(--($,9

E-'.()'6##0')1==#)-#2'-.(-'-.#'2#;#0$#'/;'-.#';3/0-%#3'.(2'6##0'=%4#0'-/'UM3%-.'
because the limes'5()'0/5'6#%0='=1(32#2'67'-//';#5'limitanei so that the duces'5#3#'
no longer able to protect their provinces. This does not appear to have been the 
case. It is indeed the case that a number of years after the great reconstruction 
/;'-.#'0#(3'#()-#30';3/0-%#3'102#3-(,#0'67'[%/$+#-%(0'-.#'+%<%-(0#(0'"3#)#0$#'.(2'
6##0'5#(,#0#29':.#'5%-.23(5(+'6#=(0'213%0='-.#'+()-'2#$(2#)'/;'-.#';/13-.'$#0-137'
(02'%0'-.#'$/13)#'/;'-.#'&;-.'$#0-137'-.#'<%+%-(37'"3#)#0$#'5()'=3#(-+7'3#21$#2'%0'
some sections of the frontier.59'U/5#4#3'-.%)'2/#)'0/-'#G"+(%0'K1)-%0%(0m)'2#$%)%/09

E0';($-'-.#')/13$#)'2/'0/-')1==#)-'-.(-'%0'-.#'7#(3)'6#;/3#'-.#'/1-63#(,'/;'-.#'
&3)-'@#3)%(0'5(3'K1)-%0%(0'%0-#02#2'-/'3#21$#'-.#';/3$#)'/;'-.#'duces any further. 
c0'-.#'$/0-3(37*'%-')##<)'-.(-'5#'$(0'2#-#$-'('3#4#3)(+'/;'-.#'-3#029'E0'Arabia the 
;/3-'/;'U(++M6M-'5()'3#$/0)-31$-#2'67'-.#'dux'%0'bO^960'E0'-.#'7#(3'bO_*'-.#'#<"#3/3'
transferred a unit of comitatenses'-/'@(+<73('5.#3#'-.#7'X/%0#2'-.#'+%<%-(0#(0'10%-*'
5.%$.'.(2'+/0='6##0'?1(3-#3#2'-.#3#9

The practice of transferring units of comitatenses to the command of a dux had 
"3#$#2#0-)9' :.#' &3)-' <#0-%/0' /;' -.%)' "3/$#213#' 2(-#)' -/' -.#' 3#%=0' /;' 80()-()%1)'
5./' %))1#2'(' +(5'(6/1-' %-961'@(+<73('0/5'6#$(<#'-.#'.#(2?1(3-#3)'/;'/0#'/;' -.#'
-5/'duces of the district of Phoenice*'5./'5()'-3(0);#33#2'-/'@(+<73(';3/<'S<#)(962 
:.#'#<"#3/3'(+)/'3#%0;/3$#2'-.#'=(33%)/0'(-'J1)M;(*'(2/30%0='-.#'$%-%#)'5%-.'./1)#)*'
stoas and other buildings.63':.%)'"3/4#)'-.(-'%-'5()'-.#'#<"#3/3m)')-3(-#=7'-/'</4#'
-3//")' -/' -.#' ;3/0-%#3)' /;' -.#' #<"%3#*' -.#' 4#37' /""/)%-#' /;' (' )-3(-#=7' -.(-' 5/1+2'
leave the principal responsibility for the defence of the eastern frontier to Arab 

/0+7'5%-.'('"+(%0'$/3/0#-9'E-'5()'/0+7'+(-#3*'%0'bQP'(-'-.#'-%<#'/;'.%)'4%)%-'-/'>/0)-(0-%0/"+#*'
-.(-'UM3%-.m)')/0*'(+Zd102.%3*'5()'"#3<%--#2'-/'5#(3'-.#'2%(2#<(9'd/)-'"3/6(6+7'($$/32%0='
-/'-.#'J/<(0'=/4#30<#0-'UM3%-.'5()'#0-%-+#2'-/'1)#'.%)',%0=).%"'/0+7'()'(')-(-1)')7<6/+'
(</0='-.#'83(6'-3%6#)*'(02'0/-'%0';/3<(+'3#+(-%/0)'5%-.'-.#'J/<(0')-(-#9'c0'.%)',%0=).%"'()'
(0'./0/3%&$'/0#')##'A%).#3'OPDD(Y'^`Z^_9

bQ9'@3/$/"%1)*'Bella*'EY'Da*'^ZDP9
b^9'I#5%0'OPPQR'OPDD9
`P9'I%--<(00*'d(=%#'o'!-1(3-'D^DaY'OOZOa*'09'DQ9
61. Codex Justinianus*'qEE*'ab*'DQ'Vi^OW9
`O9'd(+(+()*'qeEEEY'OR'J(4#=0(0%'D^QQY'^b9
63. Procopius, De aed9*'EE*'EqY'aZ^'5./'($-1(++7')(7)'-.(-'K1)-%0%(0'"1-'('=(33%)/0'%0'J1)M;(9'

U/5#4#3*' .#' (h3<)' -.(-' @(+<73(' 5()' (+</)-' 2#)#3-#2' 6#;/3#' K1)-%0%(0' )-3#0=-.#0#2' %-'
5%-.' 2#;#0$#)' (02' "3/4%2#2' (' =(33%)/0' /;' -3//")9' !##' De aed9' EE*' qY' DPZDO9' d(+(+()' $+(3%&#)'
that the emperor added a unit of comitatenses to the limitanei already present in the city. The 
(3$.(#/+/=%$(+'3#)#(3$.#)'$/021$-#2'%0')/<#';/3-)'6#-5##0'!13%77('VSuraW'(02':(77%6('VOrizaW'
)##<'-/')./5'-.(-'-.#7'5#3#'$/0-%01/1)+7'/$$1"%#2')%0$#'-.#';/13-.'$#0-137'10-%+'+(-#')%G-.R'
)##'l/03(2'OPPP9
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(++%#)9'd/3#/4#3*'.#'#<6#++%).#2'-.#'$%-%#)'5%-.'0#5'$%4%$'</01<#0-)'%0'/32#3'-/'
enhance the grandeur of the romanitas'%0'-.#'#7#)'/;'#0#<%#)'(02')16X#$-)964

H#'.(4#'"+#0-7'/;'2/$1<#0-(-%/0'3#4#(+%0='-.(-'(-'+#()-'10-%+'-.#'7#(3'biD'-.#'
duces'$/<<(02#2'#B#$-%4#'(3<%#)'$("(6+#'/;'&=.-%0='#0#<%#)'5%-.')1$$#))9'8';#5'
#G(<"+#)' (3#' #0/1=.Y' %0' bOQ' )#4#3(+' duces' "(3-%$%"(-#2' %0' (' 2%h$1+-' #G"#2%-%/0'
(=(%0)-'-.#'6()#)'/;'-.#'N()3%2)'%0'@#3)%(0'-#33%-/379':5/'7#(3)'+(-#3'-.#'dux'!/10%,()'
;/1=.-'4(+%(0-+7'(=(%0)-'-.#'@#3)%(0)'5./'.(2'%04(2#2'!73%(9'E0'biD'-5/'duces'5#3#'
(),#2'67'L#+%)(3%1)'-/'"(3-%$%"(-#'%0'.%)'$(<"(%=09':.#7'&3)-'3#;1)#2'$+(%<%0='-.(-'
-.#7' 5#3#' 0/-' (++/5#2' -/' +#(4#' -.#%3' "3/4%0$#)*' ()' %-' 5()' -.#%3' 21-7*' ())%=0#2' 67'
the emperor, to protect their provinces from the Arab incursions of al-Mundhir. 
U/5#4#3*'(;-#3'.(4%0='6##0'())13#2'67'L#+%)(3%1)'-.(-'-.#'!(3($#0)'5/1+2'6#'"3#/$-
$1"%#2'5%-.'3#+%=%/1)'$#3#</0%#)';/3'-5/'</0-.)'-.#7'(=3##2'-/'X/%0'-.#'#G"#2%-%/0'
until the end of the Saracen holy period.65

I%#6#)$.1#-C'.()')1==#)-#2'-.(-'(-'-.#'-%<#'/;' K1)-%0%(0'-.#'&#+2'(3<7'/;'-.#'
duces'5()'$/<"/)#2'/;'comitatenses'5.%+#' -.#' limitanei'5#3#'"#()(0-')/+2%#3)'5./'
.(2'+/)-'=3#(-'"(3-'/;'-.#%3'&=.-%0='$("($%-7966'U/5#4#3*'5#'<1)-'0/-#'-.(-'%0')/<#'
5(3' )%-1(-%/0)' -.#' duces had some thousands soldiers at their disposition.67 As 
0/3<(++7'-.#3#'5#3#'0/-'<(07'comitatenses' )-(-%/0#2' %0'(')%0=+#'21$(-#*'5#'<1)-'
conclude that the large forces assembled by these duces included limitanei'5./'<1)-'
.(4#'3#<(%0#2'#B#$-%4#'&=.-%0='10%-)9'E-'5/1+2')##<'-.(-'(-'+#()-'-.#'+%<%-(0#(0'
units of equites'(02'-.#'+#=%/0)'5#3#')-%++'&-'-/'6#'#<"+/7#2'/0'$(<"(%=0)'(02'-.(-'
-.#7'$/1+2'6#'$/0$#0-3(-#2'%0-/'(0'#B#$-%4#')-3%,%0=';/3$#'67'-.#'dux'5.#0#4#3'(0'
#0#<7'(--($,'/0'-.#'"3/4%0$#'<(-#3%(+%C#2968

Procopius’s famous statement that Justinian left the limitanei of the near East 
10"(%2' ;/3' )/<#' 7#(3)' 6#;/3#' &0(++7' 2%)6(02%0=' -.#<' <%=.-' +#(2' 1)' -/' $/0$+12#'
-.(-'-.#'3#%0;/3$#<#0-'/;'-.#'"/)%-%/0'/;'UM3%-.'5()'+%0,#2'-/'-.#'5#(,#0%0='/;'-.#'
limitanei9'U/5#4#3*'0/-.%0=')1""/3-)'-.#'4%#5'-.(-'-.#'5#(,#0%0='(02'2%)6(02%0='/;'
the limitanei'2#)$3%6#2'67'@3/$/"%1)'w'%;'%02##2'-.#3#'%)'#4#0'(',#30#+'/;'-31-.'%0'.%)'
3#"/3-'w'-//,'"+($#'%0'-.#'7#(3)'6#;/3#'-.#'&3)-'@#3)%(0'5(3'/;'K1)-%0%(0969

64. On Justinian’s politics, aiming at displaying both the military strength and the vitality 
/;'-.#'0#(3'#()-#30'$%-%#)'(-'-.#'6/32#3)'/;'-.#'S<"%3#')##'K(00%(32'OPP`9

`b9'd(+(+()*'qeEEEY'D`*'`PR'@3/$/"%1)*'Bella*'EEY'D`*'D_9
``9'I%#6#)$.1#-C'D^__Y'i^^9'c0')/<#')/13$#)')./5%0='-.(-'67'-.#'<%2';/13-.'$#0-137'-.#'

limitanei').%;-#2'-/'-.#'$/02%-%/0'/;'"(3--%<#')/+2%#3)'61)7'5%-.'<(0(=%0='-.#%3'"3/"#3-%#)'
)##'K/0#)'D^`iY'``OZ``a*'`_QR'k1$,#3<(0'OPPiY'DbbZDb^9'L1-')##'(0'/"-%<%)-%$'4%#5'(6/1-'-.#%3'
#B#$-%4#0#))' ()' (' &=.-%0=' ;/3$#' %0' E)(($' D^QQY' DibZDi`' Vj' D^^QY' a__Za_QW*' 5./' 0/0#-.#+#))'
(3=1#)'-.(-'-.#7'5#3#'#<"+/7#2'/0+7'()'('+/$(+'"/+%$#9'A/3'/-.#3'2/$1<#0-(-%/0'3#4#(+%0='-.#'
=//2'&=.-%0='(6%+%-%#)'/;'-.#'limitanei*')##'H.%-67'D^^bY'`QZ_O9

`_9'!/10%,()*' %0'baD*' ;/1=.-'-.#'@#3)%(0'(02'83(6'%04()/3)'.(4%0='i9PPP'<#0'102#3'.%)'
$/<<(029'N%0#'7#(3)'+(-#3'-5/'duces of Phoenice'-3%#2'-/'2#;#02'80-%/$.'5%-.'`9PPP')/+2%#3)9'
Malalas, Chronographia*'qeEEEY'`PR'@3/$/"%1)*'Bella*'EE*'Q*'O9

`Q9'E0'-.#'Notitia Dignitatum the magister militum per Orientem had an army of approxima-
-#+7'OP9PPP'<#0'(-'.%)'2%)"/)%-%/09'!##':3#(2=/+2'D^^bY'bP9'r02#3'0/3<(+'$/02%-%/0)'/;'"#($#'
5%-.'-.#'@#3)%(0)'-.#7'5#3#')$(--#3#2'%0')#4#3(+'21$(-#)*';3/<'Isauria to Libya. It means that 
/0+7'/0#'/3'-5/'10%-)'$/1+2'.(4#'6##0'"1-'102#3'-.#'2%3#$-'$/<<(02'/;'/0#'dux. The higher 
qualitative value of the equites and the legions compared to the alae and the cohortes has been 
(3=1#2'67'L3#00(0'OPPDY'O`DZD``9

`^9'@3/$/"%1)'Anecdota*'qqEeY'DOZDi9'>()#7'D^^`'6()%0='.%)')-127'/0'-.#'$/%0(=#'/;')/<#'
sites arrived at the conclusion that the problems about the payment to the limitanei began 
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H#' $/0$+12#' -.(-' -.#' duces still commanded an army capable of conducting 
/B#0)%4#'$(<"(%=0)'(02'/;'3#)%)-%0='./)-%+#'%04()%/0)9

:.#'(--3%61-%/0'/;')"#$%(+'"/5#3)'-/'UM3%-.'2/#)'0/-'-.#3#;/3#'<#(0'-.(-'.#'(02'
.%)'83(6)'5#3#'-/'3#"+($#'('=3#(-+7'5#(,#0#2'21$(+'(3<79':.#'"3/6+#<'-.(-'%021$#2'
K1)-%0%(0'-/'"1-'()'<(07'83(6'-3%6#)'()'"/))%6+#'102#3'-.#'(1-./3%-7'/;'UM3%-.'5()'
/;' (0/-.#3' ,%029' H#' .(4#' )##0' -.(-' %0' -.#' ;/13-.' (02' &;-.' $#0-137' -.#' %<"#3%(+'
)-3(-#=7'(=(%0)-'83(6'%0$13)%/0)'5()'/0#'/;'$//"#3(-%/0'6#-5##0'-.#'21$(+';/3$#)'
and the forces led by the magister militum per Orientem9' E0' bO_*' -.#' #()-#30' ;3/0-'
5()' %0' -13</%+' (02' (--($,)' 67' (+Zd102.%3' 5#3#' #G"#$-#2' -/' <(-#3%(+%C#9' d(+(+()'
explicitly says that Justinian appointed Hypatius as magister militum per Orientem in 
order to protect the Near East from Saracen incursions.70'U/5#4#3*'(' ;#5'</0-.)'
later, al-Mundhir succeeded in penetrating deeply into Roman territory, into the 
%00#3'"(3-)'/;'!73%(*'(+</)-'()';(3'()'80-%/$.9'[#4()-(-%/0)'(02'-.#'6//-7'5#3#'/0'
('+(3=#')$(+#9':.#'(0=37'#<"#3/3'2%)<%))#2'U7"(-%1)'5./<'.#'2##<#2'3#)"/0)%6+#'
;/3'-.#';(%+13#'-/'%0-#3$#"-'(02'2#;#(-'-.#'#0#<79'U#'3#"+($#2'.%<'5%-.'L#+%)(3%1)971

:.%)' -.#0' 5()' -.#' )%-1(-%/0' 5.#0' K1)-%0%(0' 2#$%2#2' -/' #0.(0$#' UM3%-.m)'
(1-./3%-79'K1)-'(';#5'</0-.)'#(3+%#3'-.#'K(;0%2'.(2'6##0'/0#'/;'-.#'+#(2#3)'/;'-.#'
succesful Roman expedition into Persian territory. Moreover, at the same time the 
!(<(3%-(0)'.(2'3#4/+-#2'(02'-.#')1""/3-'=%4#0'67'-.#'".7+(3$.'86u'l(3%6'-/'-.#'dux 
Palaestinae'%0')1""3#))%0='-.#'3#4/+-'5()')13#+7'(""3#$%(-#2'67'-.#'#<"#3/39':.#'-5/'
83(6'$.%#;)'5#3#'-.#'3%)%0=')-(3)'%0'-.#'<%+%-(37'&3<(<#0-'/;'-.#'N#(3'S()-9

>73%+'/;'!$7-./"/+%)'0(33(-#)'-.(-'UM3%-.'()'5#++'5()'('foederatus, and consequently 
5#'<1)-')-(-#'-.(-'.%)'(3<7'5()'<(2#'/;';#2#3(-#)Y'>73%+'/;'!$7-./"/+%)'0(33(-#)'-.(-'
UM3%-.'(02'(0/-.#3'".7+(3$.*'8)/1(2/)*' ;/1=.-'('2#(2+7'5(3' -.#'/0#'(=(%0)-' -.#'
other.72':.#'0(33(-%4#'#)-(6+%).#)'('2(-#';/3'-.#'#"%)/2#'%0'-.#'&;-%#)*'$#3-(%0+7'(;-#3'
544, possibly in 554/555.73'>73%+'2#)$3%6#)'-.#'-5/'(0-(=/0%)-)'()'hypospondoi, that is 
foederati9'E-';/++/5)'-.(-'UM3%-.'-//'.(2'-.#')-(-1)'/;'foederatus and consequently that 
his army had also been given federate status.

8'=3/1"'/;'%0)$3%"-%/0)';3/<'s()3Z(+ZU(73'(+ZF.(36t'2(-#2'-/'-.#'7#(3'bb^'3#4#(+)'
-.(-'67'-.(-'-%<#'UM3%-.'.(2'3#$#%4#2'-.#'./0/3%&$'-%-+#)'/;'patricius and stratelates 
(02'(+)/'-.#'3(0,'/;'endoxotatos,74'-.(-'%)'('3(0,')1"#3%/3'-/'-.#'3(0,'/;'lamprotatos 
normally conferred on provincial phylarchs. The edict 4 of Justinian dated to 536 

(3/102'biP'(02'-.(-'-.#'2%)6(02%0='/;'-.#'10%-)'/$$133#2'(-'-.#'#02'/;'-.#')#$/02'@#3)%(0'
5(39'U/5#4#3*'.#'(3=1#)'-.(-'-.#'%<"($-'/;'K1)-%0%(0m'"/+%$%#)'5()'3#)-3%$-#2'-/'Palaestina. But 
see contra' E)(($' D^^QY' i`_Zi`Q9' :.#' 2/$1<#0-(-%/0' 3#4#(+)' -.(-' )/<#' 10%-)*' </)-' "3/6(6+7'
+%<%-(0#(0*'5#3#'"3#)#0-'%0'Palaestina much later, until the end of the century and indeed in 
-.#')#4#0-.*'/0'-.#'#4#'/;'-.#'E)+(<%$'$/0?1#)-9'!##'A%#<('OPPOR'OPP_R'k1$,#3<(0'OPPiY'D`aZ
D`i9'E)(($'D^^b'Vj'D^^QY'ia_Zi``W'(3=1#)'-.(-'-.#'-/"/07<)'<#0-%/0#2'%0'-.#'#2%$-'/;'L##3'!.#-
va and in P. Nessana'a^'3#;#3'-/'<%+%-(37')#--+#<#0-)9'Contra')##'[%'!#=0%'OPPiY'DiPZDiD9'c0'-.#'
$.(3($-#3'/;'-.#'21$(+')7)-#<'%0'K1)-%0%(0m)'-%<#')##'H.%-67'D^QQY'ODPZODDR'F3#(-3#G'OPP_(9

_P9'd(+(+()*'Chronographia*'qeEEY'OP9
_D9'd(+(+()*'Chronographia*'qeEEEY'ai9'!##'F3#(-3#G'D^^QY'DbOZDba9
_O9'>73%+'/;'!$7-./"/+%)'V. Euth9Y'bD9
_a9'!(3-3#'D^QOY'D_`ZD__R'!.(.t2'D^^bY'ObDZObb9
_i9'IGLS' e*' Obba' 6*' 29' A/3' -.#' 3#(2%0=' stratelates' %0' -.#' %0)$3%"-%/0' )##' d($$/1++' D^^`Y'

Db_ZDbQ9' A/3' (' 2%)$1))%/0' (-' +#0=-.' /0' -.#' )-31$-13#)' (-' s()3' (+ZU(73' (+ZF.(36t' -.(-' <1)-'
be considered an example of Syrian monastic architecture see the fascinating study by 
F#0#?1(02'OPP`Y'`aZQa9
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states that the phylarch of Phoenice'5()'=3(0-#2'-.#'-%-+#'/;'lamprotatos and that the 
dux'5()'=3(0-#2'-.#'3(0,'/;'peribleptos9'c0'-.#'/-.#3'.(02*'N/4#+'DPO*'(+)/'%))1#2'%0'
-.#'7#(3'ba`*'(02'2#(+%0='5%-.'-.#'(2<%0%)-3(-%/0'/;'-.%)'"3/4%0$#'/;'Arabia and the 
0#5'$%4%+'/h$#'/;'moderator, states that the dux'/;'-.(-'"3/4%0$#'5()'('peribleptos. 
:.#'+(5'2/#)'0/-')"#$%;7'-.#'3(0,'/;'-.#'phylarchos. This has led one scholar to argue 
that at that time the phylarchos'<1)-'.(4#'.(2'-.#')(<#'3(0,'()'-.#'dux, namely that 
of peribleptos9'E;'-.(-'%)'3%=.-*'UM3%-.*'5./'0/5'.#+2'-.#'"/)%-%/0'/;'$.%#;'/;'-.#'83(6)'
allied of Rome but continued to be the phylarch of Arabia*'5/1+2'%0'ba`')-%++'.(4#'
remained a peribleptos'(02'-.#'3(0,'/;'endoxotatos'5/1+2'.(4#'6##0'(5(32#2'-/'.%<'
)/<#'-%<#'6#;/3#'bb^975

83/102' -.#' )(<#' -%<#)' ()' UM3%-.' 5()' (""/%0-#2' $.%#;' /;' ()' <(07' 83(6)' ()'
"/))%6+#*'(')#$/02'83(6'".7+(3$.'5()'(""/%0-#2'-/'('$/<"(3(6+#'01<6#3'/;'%<"#3%(+'
"/)%-%/0)9' @3/$/"%1)' 0(33(-#)' -.(-' (' $#3-(%0' 86u' l(3%6' .(2' "3#)#0-#2' (' 5%+2' (02'
barren land, the Phoinikôn, to Justinian and that the grateful emperor consequently 
appointed him phylarch of Palaestina9':.#'53%-#3'2#)$3%6#)'-.%)'<(0'()'('"(3-%$1+(3+7'
4%=/3/1)'$.%#;*'('<(0'-/'6#';#(3#2'67'6/-.'#0#<%#)'(02')16X#$-)976 An inscription 
;/102'(-'!(<<Mm*'0/3-.'5#)-'/;'!15#%2('3#4#(+)'-.(-'-.#'"3/-#$-%/0'/;'-.#'F/2'/;'
!(%0-'F#/3=#'5()'3#?1#)-#2'67'('$#3-(%0'endoxotatos phylarchos'86u'l(3%69':.#'-#G-'
%)'$(34#2'/0'5.(-'.(2'"3/6(6+7'6##0'(' +%0-#+'/;'('$.13$.'(02'5#'<1)-' %0;#3' -.(-'
%-' 3#4#(+)' (' $/00#$-%/0' 5%-.' !(<<Mm' /;' -.#' (;/3#<#0-%/0#2' 83(6' $.%#;9' :.%)' 86u'
l(3%6'<1)-')13#+7'6#'%2#0-%&#2'5%-.'-.#'$.%#;'<#0-%/0#2'67'@3/$/"%1)977'86u'l(3%6'
%)'+%)-#2'-/=#-.#3'5%-.'UM3%-.'%0'-.#';(</1)'%0)$3%"-%/0'$/0$#30%0='-.#'#<6())%#)'
)#0-' %0' (1-1<0' 89[9' bi_' 67' 4(3%/1)' %<"/3-(0-' (1-./3%-%#)' -/' -.#' ,%0=' /;' U%<7(3*'
863(.(9':.%)'-#G-'3#4#(+)'-.(-'-.#7'6/-.'5#3#')/0)'/;'K(6(+(978'E-'%)')%=0%&$(0-'-/'0/-#'
-.(-'/0'-.#'!(<<Mm'%0)$3%"-%/0'86u'l(3%6'%)'=%4#0'-.#'./0/3%&$'-%-+#'/;'endoxotatos 
VgloriosissimusW*'-.#')(<#'-.(-'%)'(--3%61-#2'-/'.%)'63/-.#3'UM3%-.'/0'-.#'%0)$3%"-%/0'
;3/<'s()3Z(+ZU(73'(+ZF.(36t9'H#'$/0$+12#'-.(-'5.%+#'UM3%-.m)'"/)%-%/0'5()'$#3-(%0+7'
#G$#"-%/0(+'6/-.'.#'(02'.%)'63/-.#3'86u'l(3%6'5#3#'./0/13#2'5%-.'</3#'#+#4(-#2'
titles that the other phylarchs.

E0' bOQ|bO^' 86u' l(3%6' .(2' "(3-%$%"(-#2' %0' -.#' 3#"3#))%/0' /;' -.#' !(<(3%-(0'
revolt in Palaestina*'X/%0%0='.%)';/3$#)'5%-.'-./)#'/;'-.#'dux9':.#'-5/'$/<<(02#3)'
)1$$##2#2'%0'2#;#(-%0='-.#'3#6#+)'(02'-.#'".7+(3$.'-//,'<1$.'6//-7')#++%0='OP9PPP'
$("-%4#)'%0'@#3)%(0'(02'E02%(0'V%9#9'83(6%(0W'-#33%-/379'c13')/13$#')(7)'-.(-')/<#'/;'
-.#'!(<(3%-(0)'.(2'T#2'-/':3($./0%-%2%)979'E;')/*'-.#'+()-')-(=#)'/;'-.#'$/0T%$-'.(2'
+#2'86u'l(3%6'5#++'/1-)%2#'.%)'(3#('/;'(1-./3%-79'U/5#4#3*'-.#'%0)$3%"-%/0'(-'!(<<Mm'
<1)-'6#'$/0)%2#3(6+7'+(-#3'-.(0'bOQ|^9'8)'5#'.(4#')##0*'K1)-%0%(0m)'Nov9'DPO'%))1#2'
%0'ba`'5%-.'31+#)';/3'-.#'=/4#30(0$#'/;'Arabia could state that the civil governor, the 

_b9'!##'!.(.t2'D^b^Y'aOiZaO`' Vj'D^QQW*'5./'(3=1#)' -.(-' ;/3'('$#3-(%0' -%<#'6#;/3#'6#%0='
#+#4(-#2'-/'-.#'3(0,'/;'endoxotatos*'UM3%-.'2#-(%0#2'-.#'3(0,'/;'inlustris.

_`9'@3/$/"%1)*'Bella*'E*'D^Y'_ZDi9':.#'53%-#3'2/#)'0/-'3#4#(+'(07')#3%/1)'%0-#3#)-'%0'=3()"%0='
the importance of the Phoinikon in the context of the politics in the peninsula. See Cameron 
D^QbY'09'a`*'DOD9

__9'!(3-3#'D^^aY'DbPZDba9
_Q9'Corpus Inscriptionum Semiticarum'Ee*'EEY'09'biD9'A/3'('2%)$1))%/0'/;'-.#'2(-#'/;'-.#'-#G-')##'

L#(1$(<"*'L3%?1#+Z>.(-/00#-'o'J/6%0'D^^^ZOPPPY'_DZ_O9
_^9'd(+(+()*'Chronographia*'qeEEEY'ab9
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dux'(02'-.#'".7+(3$.'5#3#'(++'#02/5#2'5%-.'-.#')(<#'3(0,'/;'peribleptos.80 So, since 
UM3%-.'%0'Arabia'5()')-%++'('peribleptos'-.#3#'%)'0/'$.(0$#'-.(-'86u'l(3%6'%0'Palaestina 
.(2'(+3#(27'/6-(%0#2'('.%=.#3'3(0,9'U%)'"3/</-%/0'(02'.#0$#'-.#'%0)$3%"-%/0'<1)-'
be considerably later.

H#' <1)-' 0/-' )1""/)#' -.(-' -.#' #<"#3/3)' 3#=1+(3+7' ($$/32#2' -.#' ".7+(3$.' ('
.%=.#3'3(0,'-.(0'-.#'/0#'6#)-/5#2'/0'-.#'dux. On the contrary, the Ed. 4 regulating 
the governance of Phoenice')./5)'-.(-'5.%+#'-.#'dux'5()'('peribleptos the phylarch 
/0+7'.(2'-.#'3(0,'/;'lamprotatos. It appears that at that time, that is in 536, only the 
phylarch of Arabia*'-.(-'%)'UM3%-.*'(02'"#3.(")'(+)/'-.#'".7+(3$.'/;'Palaestina*'86u'
l(3%6*'.#+2'-.#')(<#'3(0,'()'-.#'duces9'U/5#4#3*'(0'%0)$3%"-%/0'2(-#2'-/'-.#'7#(3'bQP'
3#4#(+)'-.(-'-.#'"#3)/0'5./'5()'dux Arabiae'%0'-.(-'7#(3'.(2'-.#'3(0,'/;'endoxotatos. 
H#' <%=.-' )1)"#$-' -.(-' 86u' l(3%6' /6-(%0#2' .%)' .%=.' 3(0,' ()' (' 3#)1+-' /;' (' =#0#3(+'
#0.(0$#<#0-'/;'-.#'3(0,)'/;'<%+%-(37'$/<<(02#3)981

It is clear that in the course of the early years of the reign of Justinian, the 
(2<%0%)-3(-%/0'/;'-.#'83(6'-3%6#)'102#3'".7+(3$.)'6#$(<#'</3#'$/<"+#GY'-.#3#'0/5'
5#3#')#4#3(+'$.%#;)'/h$%(++7'3#$/=0%C#2'67'-.#'J/<(0'(1-./3%-%#)'%0'#($.'"3/4%0$#9'
Moreover, the Romans appointed an Arab leader to the position of provincial 
".7+(3$.'%0'#4#37'21$(-#9'A%0(++7*'('-/-(++7'0#5'"/)%-%/0'5()'$3#(-#2'5.#0'UM3%-.'
received an authority that embraced a large sector of the Near East. Although he 
,#"-'.%)'/+2'"/)%-%/0'/;'".7+(3$.'/;'-.#'"3/4%0$#'/;'Arabia*'UM3%-.'5()'0/5'#02/5#2'
5%-.'('.%=.'(1-./3%-7'-.(-')#-'.%<'(6/4#'(++'/-.#3'".7+(3$.)9'8-'-.#')(<#'-%<#*'86u'
l(3%6'-//'5()'('".7+(3$.'5%-.'#0.(0$#2'(1-./3%-79'8)'<(07')$./+(3)'.(4#'3%=.-+7'
"/%0-#2'/1-*'-.#'-5/'63/-.#3)'#G#3$%)#2'"/5#3'/4#3'-5/'2%B#3#0-')#$-%/0)'/;'-.#'0#(3'
#()-#30';3/0-%#3Y'UM3%-.'5()'=%4#0'(1-./3%-7'/4#3'Phoenice and Arabia, and probably 
Syria and Euphratensis*'5.%+#'86u'l(3%6'$/0-3/++#2'Palaestina'(02'-.#'U#2X(C982

:.#'".7+(3$.)'5#3#'$/<"+#-#+7' %0-#=3(-#2' %0-/' -.#'"3/4%0$%(+'(2<%0%)-3(-%/09'
E<"#3%(+' +(5)' 3#=1+(-%0=' -.#' (2<%0%)-3(-%/0' /;' Phoenice and Arabia issued in the 
-.%3-%#)'/;'-.#')%G-.'$#0-137'0(<#'-.#'/h$%(+'3(0,'/;'('"3/4%0$%(+'".7+(3$.'(+/0=)%2#'
those of the dux'(02'-.#'$%4%+'=/4#30/39'S?1(++7'.#'&=13#)'-/=#-.#3'5%-.'-.#'dux and 
/-.#3'%<"/3-(0-'"3%4(-#'"#3)/0)'%0'('+%)-'/;'%02%4%21(+)'5./'(3#';/36%22#0'-/'-(,#'
part in the illegal exaction of taxes.83

QP9'8$-1(++7' -.#' -#G-' 2/#)' 0/-' )"#$%;7' -.#' )-(-1)' /;' -.#' ".7+(3$.*' 61-' .#' %)' <#0-%/0#2'
5%-./1-'(07'./0/3%&$'3(0,'%<<#2%(-#+7'(;-#3'-.#'dux'5./'%)'2#)%=0(-#2'()'('peribleptos and 
$/0)#?1#0-+7'%-'%)'%<"+%#2'-.(-'-.#7'6/-.'2#-(%0#2'-.#')(<#'3(0,9

QD9'c0'-.#'dux Arabiae Flavius Paulus attested as endoxotatos'%0'bQP')##'!(3-3#'D^QOY'DDOR'/0'
-.#'3(0,'/;'-.#'duces'(;-#3'<%2')%G-.'$#0-137'd($$/1++'D^^`9':.#';(</1)'86u'l(3%6*'()'('"%/1)'
>.3%)-%(0*'$/1+2'.(4#'4%)%-#2'-.#'$.13$.'/;'!(%0-'F#/3=#'(-'!(<<Mm'(+)/' %;'.#'2#-(%0#2'-.#'
position of phylarch of another province.

QO9'!(3-3#'D^QOR'@(3,#3'D^Q`Y'DbDR'>()#7'D^^`Y'OODR'J/6%0'OPPQY'D_QZDQD9
Qa9'K/0#)'D^`iY'`DDZ`DO*'``iZ```'=%4%0='(++'-.#')/13$#)'/0'-.#'#()-#30';#2#3(-#)9'c0'-.#'

integration of the phylarchs and their armies of federates into the provincial structure see 
E)(($'D^^PY'OiiY'\S4#0-1(++7'-.#'".7+(3$.)'6#$(<#'('3#=1+(3'"(3-'/;'-.#'L7C(0-%0#'"3/4%0$%(+'
/3=(0%C(-%/0R]')##'(+)/'I%#6#)$.1#-C'OPP`Y'Da^R'!(3-/3'OPPQ9'd(7#3)/0'D^Q^Y'_`'Vj'D^^i*'aDQW'
%)'5/3-.'?1/-%0=Y'\!(3($#0)'5#3#'-(,#0'%0-/'-.#'<%+%-(37'#)-(6+%).<#0-'()')/+2%#3)')#34%0='
102#3' J/<(0' /h$#3)*' /3' ()' foederati*' $/0-%0=#0-)' )#34%0=' 102#3' -3%6(+' +#(2#3)' ,0/50' ()'
".7+(3$.)9]':.#/2/3#-*'HR*'qqeEY'DbZD`*'0(33(-#)'-.(-'('".7+(3$.'5./'$(<#'-/'4%)%-'!7<#/0'
-.#'!-7+%-#'5()'#)-(6+%).#2'5%-.'.%)'<#0'0#(3'-.#';/3-'/;'>(++%0%$1<9':.#'#"%)/2#'/$$133#2'
6#-5##0'iOa'(02'iii9'!##'>(0%4#-'D^__Y'D__ZD_Q9':.#/2/3#-m)'"())(=#')./5)'-.(-'-.#'".7+(3$.)'
$/<<(02#2'83(6'5(33%/3)'(02'5#'<1)-'"/)%-'-.(-'-.#7'$//"#3(-#2'5%-.'-.#'J/<(0')/+2%#3)9'
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SECTION IV

The Arab federates and the limitanei in Roman military operations under 

Justinian and later.

L7' bO^' -.#' J/<(0)' .(2' =3#(-+7' #0+(3=#2' -.#' 3(0=#' /;' 3#)"/0)%6%+%-%#)' /;' -.#'
Arab chiefs. It is obvious that they appreciated the value to the Empire of the Arabs’ 
<%+%-(37'"/-#0-%(+9'U/5#4#3*'%-'3#<(%0)'-/'#G"+(%0'./5'"3#$%)#+7'-.#'#<"+/7<#0-'/;'
-.#)#'(++%#)'&--#2'%0'-.#'J/<(0'2#;#0$#')-3(-#=79'H#'.(4#')##0'-.(-'-.#'#<"%3#'.(2'
(+3#(27'#<"+/7#2'83(6'(++%#)'%0'%-)')#34%$#'213%0='-.#';/13-.'(02'-.#'&;-.'$#0-13%#)*'
61-'5#'2/'0/-'.(4#'(07'2#-(%+#2' %0;/3<(-%/0'(6/1-'-.#%3'"3#$%)#';10$-%/0'(-'-.(-'
-%<#9'E-'%)'/0+7';/3'-.#')%G-.'$#0-137'-.(-'5#'.(4#'%0;/3<(-%/0'(6/1-'-.#'5(7)'-.#'
(++%#2'83(6'-3%6#)'5#3#'#<"+/7#2'-/')1""/3-'-.#'<%+%-(37' %0-#3#)-)'/;' -.#'#<"%3#9'
E0'-.#'7#(3'bPa*'213%0='-.#'J/<(0Z@#3)%(0'5(3'/;'80()-()%1)*'(0'%<"/3-(0-'=3/1"'
/;'(++%#2'83(6)*'-.#':.({(+6%-#)*')($,#2'('$(3(4(0'(02')1$$##2#2'%0'$("-13%0='<(07'
$(<#+)*'61-'3#;3(%0#2';3/<'(--($,%0='-.#'<(%0'$#0-3#'/;'-.#'#0#<%#)'6#$(1)#'(++'-.#'
"/"1+(-%/0'.(2'T#2984

8' ?1(3-#3' /;' $#0-137' +(-#3*' %0' bOQ*' -.#' J/<(0)' +(10$.#2' (' 5#++' $//32%0(-#2'
expedition in order to avenge an important Arab phylarch allied to the Romans 
5./' .(2' 6##0' ,%++#2' 67' -.#' N()3%2' (+Zd102.%39' :5/' J/<(0' =#0#3(+)*' -.# dux 
Phoenices Dionysios and the dux Euphratesiae Johannes*' -/=#-.#3'5%-.' -.#'".7+(3$.'

!##'d%++(3'D^^QY'D_b'Vj'OPP`Y'iPOW*'5./'%2#0-%&#)'-.#)#'83(6)'5%-.'-.#' foederatoi. Mayerson 
D^^D'Vj'D^^iY'aiOZai`W'(3=1#)'-.(-'-.#'0/10'".7+(3$./)'$(00/-'2#)%=0(-#'(0'/h$%(+'"/)%-%/0'
%0' -.#' J/<(0' (2<%0%)-3(-%4#' )7)-#<9' !##' (+)/' J/6%0' OPPQY' D^OZD^a9' L1-' )##' d($2/0(+2'
D^^aY'a`QZa__'Vj'OPP^Y'EEW*'5./'(3=1#)'-.(-'-.#'-%-+#'/;'phylarchos %<"+%#2'(0'/h$%(+'<%+%-(37'
$/<<(029'F3/1$.#4/7'D^^bY'DOPZDaD'6#+%#4#)'-.(-')%0$#'-.#'6#=%00%0='/;'-.#'&;-.'$#0-137'-.#'
noun phylarchos designated a functionary of the administrative system. On the other hand, 
F3#(-3#G'D^^Q*'ObZO`'(3=1#)'-.(-'-.#')/+2%#3)'102#3'-.#'$/<<(02'/;'-.#'".7+(3$.)'6#+/0=#2'
to the category called “symmachoi]*'(02'0/-'-/'-.#';#2#3(-#)9'!##'(+)/'.%)'"("#3'%0'-.#'"3#)#0-'
volume. Procopius, Bella*'EEE*'DDY'aZb'53%-#)'-.(-'%0'#(3+%#3'-%<#)'/0+7'6(36(3%(0)'5#3#'#0+%)-#2'
among the federates but that in Justinian’s time federates had become a quite general name 
;/3'4(3%/1)',%02)'/;'<%+%-(37'10%-)9'!$.(3;'OPPDY'ibZi`'=%4#)'-.#'3#+#4(0-'6%6+%/=3(".7'/0'-.#'
)16X#$-9'E-'%)'5/3-.'0/-%0='-.(-':.#/".%+($-1)*'Hist.*'EEY'O*'b'0(33(-#)'-.(-'(-'-.#'-%<#'/;'('6(--+#'
(-'!/+($./0*' %0'bQ`*' -5/'!(3($#0'".7+(3$.)' +#2'(' ;/3$#'/;'J/<(0'symmachoi9'U/5#4#3*' -.%)'
#"%)/2#'/$$133#2'(;-#3'-.#'#<"#3/3'd(13%$#'.(2'(33#)-#2'N1{<M0'(02'-.#'K(;0%2';#2#3(-%/0'
.(2' 2%)%0-#=3(-#29' :.#3#' 5#3#' 0/5' &;-##0' K(;0%2' "3%0$#2/<)' (02' </)-' "3/6(6+7' -.#' /+2'
)7)-#<'6()#2'/0'-.#'"3/4%0$%(+'".7+(3$.)'.(2'=%4#0'5(7'-/'('0#5',%02'/;'/3=(0%C(-%/09'!##'
!(3-3#'D^QOY'DQ^ZD^aR'H.%--/5'D^^^Y'ODDZODO*'ODb9'[%B#3#0-+7*'!.(.t2'D^^bY'bbPZbba9'A%).#3*'
OPDD(Y' DD`ZDOi' (3=1#)' -.(-' -.#' "#($#' -3#(-7' (=3##2' 6#-5##0' J/<#' (02' !()(0%(0)' %0' b`O'
changed the status of the Jafnids and their allies from foederati to symmachoi. The attribution 
of the status of symmachoi implied the recognition of a greater contribution in defending 
;3/0-%#3' (3#()' (02' (+)/' %0' <(%0-(%0%0=' )-(6%+%-7' %0' !73%(' %0' -.#' "3/4%0$#)9' E;' )/*' 5#' )./1+2'
2#21$#'-.(-';3/<'-.(-'-%<#'-.#'83(6'"3%0$#)'5#3#'=%4#0'('=3#(-#3'%02#"#02#0$#'/;'($-%/09

Qi9'K/).1(' -.#' !-7+%-#Y' b_9' A/3' -.#' %2#0-%&$(-%/0' /;' -.#' :.({+(6%-#)' 5%-.' -.#' 63(0$.' /;'
F.())(0'5./'$(<#'%0-/'(++%(0$#'5%-.'-.#'J/<(0)'%0'bPO')##'J/6%0'OPPQY'D__ZD_Q9':.#'-3#(-7'
is described by Theophanes, Chronographia, AM 5995. See on it and on the campaign of the 
7#(3'bPa'!.(.t2'D^^bY'aZD_R'F3#(-3#G'D^^QY'^^9'8'2%)$1))%/0'(-' +#0=-.'/0' %<"/3-(0-' %))1#)'
/;'-.#'$/<"+#G'.%)-/37'/;'-.#'83(6'-3%6#)'/;'-.#'"#0%0)1+('%0'I(-#'80-%?1%-7'%)'"3/4%2#2'67'
J/6%0'D^^`9
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UM3%-.'(02'-5/'/-.#3'83(6'".7+(3$.)'"(3-%$%"(-#2'-/'-.#'$(<"(%=0*'5.%$.'3#($.#2'
areas quite remote from the provincial boundaries. Eventually, they succeeded in 
2#4()-(-%0='-.#'$(<"'/;'-.#'#0#<7*'$("-13%0='<#0*'5/<#0*'$.%+23#0'(02'23/<#-
daries. Finally, after having burnt four Persian fortresses they returned victorious 
to the Roman territory.85

:.%)'.(2'6##0'('4#37'%<"/3-(0-'/B#0)%4#'$(<"(%=0*'5.%$.'%0$%2#0-(++7'"3/4#)'
once more that the limitanei*';(3';3/<'6#%0='('310Z2/50'<%+%-%(*')-%++'<(%0-(%0#2'=//2'
/"#3(-%/0(+'$("(6%+%-%#)'(02'5#3#'$("(6+#'/;'+(10$.%0='(0'(--($,'-.3/1=.'2#)#3-'(-'
the heart of the enemy territory. Their contribution to the success of the expedition 
5()'$/0)%2#3(6+#*'0/-'+#()-'-.#';($-'-.(-'-.#%3'$.%#;)*'-.#'"3/4%0$%(+'".7+(3$.)*'+#2'
-.#'J/<(0'(3<%#)'-.3/1=.'2%h$1+-'-3($,)'($3/))'-.#'2#)#3-9

In the second part of the same year the presence of some Arab allies is attested 
%0'('6(--+#'-.(-'5()';/1=.-'(+/0=)%2#'-.#'3%4#3'l.M6u3*'5.#3#'-.#'J/<(0)'.(2'6#=10'
-/';/3-%;7':.(0013%)9'8'@#3)%(0'(3<7'-/=#-.#3'5%-.'(++%#2'83(6)'./)-%+#'-/'-.#'J/<(0'
#<"%3#' -3%#2' -/' )-/"' -.#' 5/3,' (02' (' J/<(0' (3<7' +#2' 67' -.#' dux' L#+%)(3%1)' 5()'
$/++#$-#2'-/'23%4#'6($,'-.#'#0#<79'U/5#4#3*'-.#'@#3)%(0)'<(0(=#2'-/'+13#'-.#'J/<(0'
troops to advance over a system of ditches that they had dug around their trenches. 
d(07')/+2%#3)' ;#++' %0-/'-.#)#'"%-)'(02'5#3#'-(,#0'"3%)/0#3)'/3',%++#29':.#'$(4(+37'
5()'(6+#'-/'-130'6($,'(02'-/'T##'-/'[(3(*'61-'-.#'%0;(0-37'5()'#%-.#3',%++#2'/3'-(,#0'
$("-%4#9':.#'J/<(0'+#(2#3)'.(2'%0$+12#2'/0#'8-(;(3*'".7+(3$.'/;'-.#'!(3($#0)*'5./'
.(2'6##0'('+%;#Z+/0=')1""/3-#3'/;'-.#'S<"%3#9'E0'-.%)'3/1-'.#'5()')-31$,'67'('<%))%+#*'
-.3/50';3/<'.%)'./3)#'(02',%++#29':.#'J/<(0)'+/)-'('4(+/3/1)'(02'-31)-5/3-.7'(++7986

H#' .(4#' $/0)%2#3(6+#*' %;' $/0T%$-%0=' #4%2#0$#' (6/1-' -.#' $(<"(%=0' /;' baD9'
L#+%)(3%1)'.(2'%0T%$-#2'(')#4#3#'2#;#(-'/0'-.#'@#3)%(0)'%0'baP'(-'-.#'6(--+#'/;'[(3('
61-'%0')"3%0='/;'-.#';/++/5%0='7#(3'-.#7'(02'-.#%3'83(6'(++%#)'%04(2#2'Euphratensis. 
Advancing along the right side of the Euphrates, the Persians devastated the 
J/<(0' -#33%-/37' -.3/1=.' 5.%$.' -.#7' "())#2' (02' #4#0-1(++7' 3#($.#2' -.#' (3#('
(3/102' F(66/1+/0' %0' 0/3-.#30' !73%(9' :.#' dux' !/10%,()*' 5./' </)-' "3/6(6+7' 5()'
the military commander of Euphratensis*'"13)1#2'-.#'#0#<7'5%-.'i9PPP')/+2%#3)'(02'
4(+%(0-+7' 3#)%)-#2' -.#' !(3($#0)' (02' @#3)%(0)' 5./' 5#3#' "%++(=%0=' .%)' -#33%-/379' U#'
-//,'$("-%4#)'(02')1$$##2#2'%0'=(%0%0='%0;/3<(-%/0';3/<'-.#<'(6/1-'#0#<7'"+(0)9'
E0'-.#'<#(05.%+#'L#+%)(3%1)'.(4%0='+#;-'d#)/"/-(<%('(33%4#2'(-'L(36(+%))/)*'5.#3#'
.#' 5()' X/%0#2' 67' )/<#' /-.#3' <%+%-(37' $/<<(02#3)9' Simmas, dux Osrhoenae, came 
-/'L(36(+%))/)'5%-.'i9PPP'<#0'()'2%2'UM3%-.'(-'-.#'.#(2'/;'b9PPP9'd(+(+()')(7)'-.(-'
('?1(33#+'0/5'(3/)#'6#-5##0'L#+%)(3%1)'(02'!/10%,()'6#$(1)#'-.#'magister blamed 
the dux';/3'.(4%0='#0=(=#2'-.#'#0#<%#)'/0'.%)'/50'%0%-%(-%4#'5%-./1-'5(%-%0=';/3'
orders.87'H#'$(0'#()%+7'%<(=%0#'-.(-'!/10%,()*'('4(+%(0-'<%+%-(37'<(0*'5/33%#2'67'-.#'
delayed arrival of the magister*'.(2'())#<6+#2'-.#'10%-)'/;'.%)'21$(-#'(02'(--($,#2'
-.#'#0#<7'%0'/32#3'-/'3#+%#4#'-.#')1B#3%0='/;'-.#'%0.(6%-(0-)';/3'5./)#'2#;#0$#'.#'
5()'(;-#3'(++' 3#)"/0)%6+#988':.#' ;($-' %)' -.(-'5.#0'-.#' magister'5()'"3#/$$1"%#2' %0'

Qb9'd(+(+()*'Chronographia*'qeEEEY'D`9
Q`9'k($.(3%()* Historia Ecclesiastica*'Eq*'OR'd(+(+()*'Chronographia*'qeEEEY'O`R'F3#(-3#G'o'I%#1'

OPPOY' Q`ZQ_9' 8-(;(3' %)' %2#0-%&#2' 5%-.' K(6(+(*' UM3%-.m)' ;(-.#3*' 67' !.(.t2' D^^bY' `aZ`_R' _`Z_Q9'
Contra'H.%--/5'D^^^Y'ODiZODb9

Q_9'd(+(+()*'Chronographia*'qeEEEY'`P9'c0'!/10%,()'()'dux Euphratensis*')##'F3#(-3#G'D^^QY'
D^_*'09'DiZDbR'I#5%0'OPPQY'^iZ^b9

QQ9'F3#(-3#G'D^^QY'D^QZD^^*'09'D_')-3#))#)'./5'-.#'J/<(0'21$(+'-3//")'5#3#'"(3-%$1+(3+7'
dismayed by Belisarius’ strategy.



D__[E[':US'Jcd8N'Sd@EJS'U8eS'8'dEIE:8Jf'!:J8:SFf'8N['HSJS':US'K8ANE[!'@8J:'cA'E:'g'

d#)/"/-(<%('.#'5()'10(6+#'-/'63%0='"3/<"-')1""/3-'-/'-.#'-3//")'2#;#02%0='Syria, 
Phoenice, Arabia and Palaestina.

H.#0'5#'-37'-/'())#))'-.#'5/3,%0='/;'-.#'0#5'2#;#0)%4#')-3(-#=7'%0'baD*'5#'<1)-'
,##"'%0'<%02'-.(-'-.#'@#3)%(0'(--($,'/;'-.#'7#(3'baD'$(<#'()'(')13"3%)#'-/'-.#'J/<(0)9'
:.%)'-%<#*'0/-'/0+7'-.#'83(6'(++%#)'/;'-.#'@#3)%(0)'61-'-.#'@#3)%(0)'()'5#++'%04(2#2'
-.#'"3/4%0$#)')/1-.'/;'-.#'S1".3(-#)9'A/++/5%0='(24%$#'/B#3#2'67'(+Zd102.%3*'-.#'
@#3)%(0',%0='.(2'$./)#0'0/-'-/'(--($,'/0'-.#'5#++'2#;#02#2'"3/4%0$#)'/;'Mesopotamia 
and Osrhoene, but had ordered his men to advance along the desert route on the 
3%=.-'/;'-.#'S1".3(-#)*'-.#'</)-'2%3#$-'(02')5%;-'3/1-#'%0-/'-.#'F(66/1+/0'(3#('/;'
!73%(9'N(-13(++7*'%-'5()'-.#'dux Euphratensis'5./'5()'-.#'&3)-'J/<(0'$/<<(02#3'-/'
detect the movements of the enemy and to intercept them.

8)';/3'-.#'(""(3#0-';(%+13#'/;'UM3%-.'(02'.%)'<#0'-/')1""/3-'!/10%,()'5#'0##2'
0/-'$/0$+12#'-.(-'-.#7'5#3#')%<"+7'10$("(6+#'/;'"#3;/3<%0='-.#'2#;#0)%4#'21-%#)'
())%=0#2'-/'-.#<9':.#'#0#<7'5()'<1$.')-3/0=#3'-.(0'-.#'1)1(+'<(3(12%0='6(02)9'
E-' %)' -.#3#;/3#' "3/6(6+#' -.(-' UM3%-.*' 10+%,#' !/10%,()*' 2#$%2#2' -/' (5(%-' L#+%)(3%1)m'
/32#3)*'3#(+%C%0='-.(-'%-'5/1+2'6#'105%)#'-/'(--($,'('"/5#3;1+'#0#<7'5%-./1-'-.#'
support of the army of the magister.

8';#5'5##,)'+(-#3'-.#'(3<%#)'/;'-.#'-5/'=3#(-'"/5#3)'<#-'(-'>(++%0%$1<9'N/5'
UM3%-.'(02'-.#'J/<(0'83(6'(++%#)'2%2'-(,#'"(3-'%0'-.#'&=.-%0=9':.#'2#-(%+)'/;'-.#'
6(--+#'(3#'2%B#3#0-+7'2#)$3%6#2'67'@3/$/"%1)'(02'd(+(+()9'8$$/32%0='-/'@3/$/"%1)*'
L#+%)(3%1)'2#"+/7#2'UM3%-.'(02'(++'-.#'!(3($#0)'/0'-.#'3%=.-'T(0,'/;'-.#'6(--+#'+%0#*'
5.#3#'-.#'=3/102'3/)#').(3"+7989':.#'53%-#3'(+)/'2#)$3%6#)'-.#'2#$%)%4#'</<#0-'/;'
the battle.90'U#'-#++)'1)'-.(-'5.#0'-.#'6#--#3'"(3-'/;'-.#'@#3)%(0'(3<7'(--($,#2'-.#'
3%=.-'T(0,'/;'-.#'J/<(0'(3<7'5.#3#'UM3%-.'(02'-.#'!(3($#0)'5#3#')-(-%/0#2'-.#'
+(--#3'%<<#2%(-#+7'63/,#';/3<(-%/0'(02'5%-./1-'(5(%-%0='-.#'/0$/<%0='#0#<7'6#(-'
a hasty retreat. As a result they got the reputation of having betrayed the Romans 
to the Persians.

d(+(+()'/B#3)'(0/-.#3'4#3)%/0*'5.%$.'2%B#3#0-%(-#)'6#-5##0'-.#'6#.(4%/13'/;'
2%B#3#0-' 83(6' $.%#;)' %0' -.#' 6(--+#991' H.#0' -.#' @#3)%(0' (--($,#2*' /0#' !(3($#0' dux 
$(++#2'863/)'5()'$("-13#2*'5.%+#'$/<<(02#3)'/;'/-.#3'-3%6(+'10%-)'5#3#',%++#29'E0'('
)#$/02')-(=#'/;'-.#'6(--+#*'-.#'@.37=%(0)'-130#2'-/'T%=.-'(02'-.#'!(3($#0)'5%-.'-.#<*'
61-' /-.#3' 83(6' (++%#)' $/0-%01#2' -/' 3#)%)-' -/=#-.#3' 5%-.' UM3%-.9' d(+(+()' <#0-%/0)'
-.(-')/<#'"#/"+#')1""/)#2'-.(-'('01<6#3'/;'-.#'!(3($#0)'.(2'T#2'6#$(1)#'/;'-.#'
treachery of their phylarchs.

d(+(+()m' 0(33(-%4#' .()' "3/6(6+7' 6##0' 2#3%4#2' ;3/<' -.#' /h$%(+' 3#"/3-' /;' -.#'
campaign. Although this version of the facts is not less partisan than that of 
Procopius,92'5#')./1+2'"3/6(6+7'6#+%#4#'.%<'-.(-'UM3%-.'.(2'0/-'%0';($-'6##0'=1%+-7'
of betraying the Romans. On the contrary, he distinguished himself by valiantly 
$/0-%01%0='-/'&=.-'-.#'#0#<%#)'5.#0'/-.#3'83(6'".7+(3$.)'.(2'T#29'E;'-.(-'5()')/*'
%-'<(,#)')#0)#'-.(-'(;-#3'-.#'6(--+#'/;'>(++%0%$1<'.#'5()'3#-(%0#2'%0'-.#'"/)%-%/0'/;'
(1-./3%-7'/4#3'<(07'/-.#3'-3%6#)'-.(-'.#'.(2'6##0'=%4#0'%0'bO^9':.#'"3/6(6+#'3#()/0'
5.7'@3/$/"%1)'2/#)'0/-'<(,#'(07'2%)-%0$-%/0'6#-5##0'-.#'6#.(4%/13'/;'UM3%-.'(02'

Q^9'@3/$/"%1)*'Bella*'EY'DQ*'O`9
^P9'@3/$/"%1)*'Bella*'EY'DQ*'ab9
^D9'd(+(+()*'Chronographia*'qeEEEY'`P9
^O9'!##'F3#(-3#G'D^^QY'D^iZD^b9
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-.(-'/;'-.#'/-.#3'$.%#;)'(02'5.7'.#'%0)%)-)'-.(-'(++'-.#'83(6)'5#3#'#?1(++7'=1%+-7'%)'
-.(-'.#'5(0-)'-/'3#21$#'-.#'3#)"/0)%6%+%-%#)'/;'L#+%)(3%1)';/3'-.#'3/1-993

:.#' )#$/02' @#3)%(0' 5(3' /;' K1)-%0%(0' )-(3-#2' %0' biP9' E-' (3/)#' /1-' /;' (' 2%)"1-#'
6#-5##0'UM3%-.'(02'(+Zd102.%3'/4#3'('<(--#3'/;'6/102(37'+%0#)9'S($.'/;'-.#'83(6'
chiefs claimed an entitlement to some lands situated on the Strata. To enforce his 
claim, al-Mundhir invaded Roman territory.94':.(-'.#'5()'(6+#'-/'2/'-.%)'5%-./1-'
apparently meeting resistance does not prove that the limitanei'.(2'67'0/5'(+</)-'
2%)(""#(3#2'(02'-.(-'UM3%-.'5()'-.#3#;/3#'0/5'-.#'/0+7'#B#$-%4#'J/<(0'<%+%-(37'
"3#)#0$#'/0'-.#'0#(3'#()-#30';3/0-%#39'E-'/0+7'$/0&3<)'-.(-'-.#'"3#$%)#')#=<#0-'/;'
-.#' ;3/0-%#3' )/1-.'/;'@(+<73('(02'6#7/02'-.#'</10-(%0)'/;' -.#' K#6#+'J(5(?'.(2'
been denuded of limitanei*' ()' %02##2' %-'.(2'6##0')%0$#' -.#'&;-.'$#0-1379'H#'.(4#'
(+3#(27'0/-#2'-.(-'-.%)'5()'('4#37'<(3=%0(+'C/0#'5.#3#'$/02%-%/0)'/;'+%;#'5#3#'.(329'
Vici 2%2'0/-'=3/5'1"'0#(3'-.#';/3-)'()'-.#7'0/3<(++7'2%2'#+)#5.#3#'(02'(=3%$1+-13#'
5()'0#4#3'"3($-%$#2995

c-.#3' #"%)/2#)' )./5' -.(-' %0' /-.#3' (3#()' -.#' limitanei' 2%2' 3#<(%0' (0' #B#$-%4#'
;/3$#'(+)/'(;-#3'-.#'-%<#'5.#0'UM3%-.'.(2'6##0'(""/%0-#2'-/'.%)')"#$%(+'"/)%-%/09'!/'
%0'-.#'7#(3'biP*'5.#0'>./)3/#)'5%-.'.%)'<#0'"#0#-3(-#2'J/<(0'-#33%-/37'(02'&0(++7'
3#($.#2'80-%/$.*'-5/'duces of Phoenice*':.#/$-%)-1)'(02'd/+(-C#)*'(33%4#2'-.#3#'5%-.'
six thousand soldiers in order to assist in the defence of the city. They failed to do 
-.%)'(02'-.#'$%-7'5()'$("-13#2'(02'6130-996'8)'%0'-.#'$(<"(%=0'/;'-.#'7#(3'baD*'%-'5()'
the duces'5./'$/1+2'6#'/0'-.#')"/-'(02'(--#<"-'-/'$.#$,'-.#'#0#<7m)'(24(0$#9':.#'
magister militum per Orientem'(02'-.#'10%-)'/;'.%)'&#+2'(3<7'5#3#'0/-'%0'('"/)%-%/0'-/'
.#+"*'(02'-.#3#'%)'0/'#4%2#0$#'-.(-'UM3%-.'(02'.%)'<#0'<(2#'(07'(--#<"-'-/'2#;#02'
the province and its capital.

E0' -.#' ;/++/5%0=' )"3%0=*' L#+%)(3%1)' "3#"(3#2' (' $/10-#3(--($,*' 5.%$.' 5/1+2' 6#'
)1""/3-#2'67'-5/'duces in Phoenice, Rhecithancus and Theoctistus.97 Belisarius also 
%04%-#2' UM3%-.' (02' .%)' <#0' -/' X/%0' .%)' $(<"(%=0' (02' .#' /32#3#2' -.#<' -/' %04(2#'
the enemy’s country immediately. The Arab allies of the Romans then proceeded to 
"%++(=#'%0'-.#'3#=%/0'/;'8))73%(9'@3/$/"%1)'-#++)'1)'-.(-'UM3%-.';#(3#2'-.(-'.#'5/1+2'
0/-' 6#' (++/5#2' -/' ,##"' .%)' 6//-7*' (02' -.#3#;/3#' 3#)/3-#2' -/' -.#' 31)#' /;' <(,%0='
-.#'+#(2#3)'/;'-.#'J/<(0'(3<7'-/'6#+%#4#'-.(-'(')#3%/1)'(--($,'67'-.#'#0#<7'5()'
%<<%0#0-9' :.#3#1"/0' -.#' J/<(0' =#0#3(+)' 2#$%2#2' /0' %<<#2%(-#' 5%-.23(5(+*'
5%-./1-' 5(%-%0=' -/' %04#)-%=(-#' UM3%-.m)' 6//-79' I(-#3*' 5.#0' -.#' J/<(0' (3<7' 5()'
(+3#(27'6($,'/0'J/<(0'-#33%-/37*'L#+%)(3%1)'+#(30#2'/;'-.#'<%)6#.(4%/13'/;'-.#'83(6'
,%0=*'61-'.#'5()'10(6+#'-/'"10%).%0='.%<'6#$(1)#'UM3%-.'.(2'(+3#(27'+#2'.%)'<#0'-/'
('2%)-(0-'+/$(+%-7'-.(-'5()'?1%-#'/1-'/;'3#($.'/;'L#+%)(3%1)m'(3<7998

The sources describe the Nasrid al-Mundhir, the ally of the Persians, as a great 
#0#<7'/;'-.#'J/<(0)*'('5(33%/3'5./'.(2'-.#'(6%+%-7'-/'"#0#-3(-#'%0-/'-.#'J/<(0'
"3/4%0$#)' (-' 5%++9' U%)' (1-./3%-7' 5()' 102%)"1-#2' (02' .#' +#2' (' 4#37' )-3/0=' (3<7'
;/3'(""3/G%<(-#+7'.(+;'('$#0-1379'U/5#4#3*' %0'bib*'(;-#3'('-3#(-7'.(2'6##0'(=3##2'
6#-5##0'-.#'J/<(0)'(02'-.#'@#3)%(0)*'UM3%-.'(02'(+Zd102.%3'<#-'%0'6(--+#9':.#7'

^a9'A/3'(0'%<"/3-(0-'2%)$1))%/0'/;'-.#'6(--+#'(02'/;'-.#'2%B#3#0-'2#-(%+)'=%4#0'67'd(+(+()'
(02'@3/$/"%1)')##'F3#(-3#G'D^^QY'D^DZOP_9

^i9'@3/$/"%1)*'Bella*'EEY'D*'aZ_9
^b9'L(1C/1'D^Q^Y'OD^R'L(1C/1'OPPPY'Q_ZQQ9
^`9'@3/$/"%1)*'Bella*'EE*'Q*'OR'D_ZD^9
^_9'@3/$/"%1)*'Bella*'EE*'D`ZDQ9
^Q9'@3/$/"%1)*'Bella*'EE*'D^*'DDZD^R'O`Zi`9
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5#3#'0/5'2#(2+7'#0#<%#)*'-5/'=3#(-'+#(2#3)'&=-.%0='-/'%0$3#()#'-.#%3'"/5#3'(</0='
-.#'83(6'-3%6#)Y'\(+Zd102.%3'$("-13#2'/0#'/;' -.#')/0)'/;'UM3%-.' %0'(')122#0'3(%2'
5.%+#'.#'5()'"()-13%0='./3)#)'(02')-3(%=.-5(7')($3%&#2'.%<'-/'8".3/2%-#R'(02';3/<'
-.%)' %-' 5()' ,0/50' -.(-' .#' UM3%-.' 5()' 0/-' 6#-3(7%0=' -.#' J/<(0)' -/' -.#' @#3)%(0)9'
I(-#3' -.#7' 6/-.' $(<#' -/=#-.#3' %0' 6(--+#' 5%-.' -.#%3' 5./+#' (3<%#)*' (02' -.#' ;/3$#)'
/;'UM3%-.'5#3#'/4#35.#+<%0=+7'4%$-/3%/1)*'(02'-130%0='-.#%3'#0#<7'-/'T%=.-'-.#7'
,%++#2'<(07'/;'-.#<9'802'UM3%-.'$(<#'5%-.%0'('+%--+#'/;'$("-13%0='(+%4#'-5/'/;'-.#'
)/0)'/;'(+Zd102.%3R'./5#4#3'.#'2%2'0/-'($-1(++7')1$$##2]999

E0' bbi*' (+Zd102.%3' 5%-.' .%)' <#0' "#0#-3(-#2' %0-/' -.#' J/<(0' -#33%-/37' (02'
2#4()-(-#2'%-*'61-'UM3%-.'<#-'-.#<'%0'-.#'-#33%-/37'/;'>.(+$%)' %0'!73%('(02'&0(++7'
,%++#2'.%)'=3#(-'#0#<7Y'\E0'-.#'7#(3'O_'/;'K1)-%0%(0*'(+Zd102.%3'V-.#')/0W'/;'!.(?%?('
5#0-'1"'%0-/'-.#'-#33%-/37'/;'-.#'J/<(0)'(02'2#4()-(-#2'<(07'3#=%/0)9'U(3%-.'V-.#'
)/0W'/;'K(6(+('#0$/10-#3#2'.%<*';/1=.-'(=(%0)-'.%<*'2#;#(-#2'(02',%++#2'.%<'(-'-.#'
)/13$#'/;'-.#'{r2(7#'%0'-.#'3#=%/0'/;'>.(+$%)9':.#')/0'/;'U(3%-.*'$(++#2'K(6(+(*'2%#2*'
,%++#2'%0'-.#'6(--+#9'U%)';(-.#3'613%#2'.%<'%0'('martyrion'/;'-.%)';/3-]9100

:.#' 3(0=#' /;' -.#' <%+%-(37' ($-%4%-7' /;' (+Zd102.%3*' UM3%-.m)' )/0' (02' )1$$#))/3*'
)##<)' -/' .(4#' 6##0' 3#<(3,(3+7' 5%2#9' U#' %)' $3#2%-#2' 67' -.#' )/13$#)' 5%-.' .(4%0='
+(10$.#2'('$(<"(%=0' %0'b_b*'5.%$.'"3/4#2'#G-3(/32%0(3%+7')1$$#);1++'3#)1+-%0=' %0'
the capture and the destruction of Hira. Six years later, after having defeated the 
N()3%2)' %0'6(--+#'.#' X/%0#2'J/<(0';/3$#)' +#2'67'd(13%$#' %0'(0'#G"#2%-%/0'(%<%0='
-/'$("-13#'>-#)%"./09'U/5#4#3*'-.#'$(<"(%=0'-130#2'/1-'(';(%+13#'(02'(+Zd102.%3'
5()' $/0)#?1#0-+7' ($$1)#2' /;' -3#($.#379101' E0' -.#' ;/++/5%0=' 2#$(2#)*' 83(6' (++%#)'
0#4#3-.#+#))'$/0-%01#2'-/'-(,#'"(3-'%0'%<"#3%(+'$(<"(%=0)*'5.%$.'-//,'-.#<'('+/0='
5(7' ;3/<' 5.#3#' -.#7' +%4#29' r02#3' U#3($+%1)' -.#7' X/%0#2' -.#' J/<(0' (3<7' %0' (0'
#G"#2%-%/0'-.(-'-//,'-.#<'()'2%)-(0-'()'-/2(7m)'8C#36(%X(09102'U/5#4#3*'%-'<1)-'6#'
)-3#))#2'-.(-'-.#'83(6)'5./'"(3-%$%"(-#2'%0'-.%)'#G"#2%-%/0'(3#'4#37'10+%,#+7'-/'.(4#'
been Jafnids.103

8++'-.#)#'#"%)/2#)')./5'-.#'83(6'(++%#)'-(,%0='"(3-'%0'4#37'%<"/3-(0-'/B#0)%4#'
$(<"(%=0)9' H#' .(4#' <1$.' +#))' %0;/3<(-%/0' /0' -.#' 5(7)' -.#7' 5#3#' #<"+/7#2' -/'
2#;#02' -.#' J/<(0' "3/4%0$#)' 5.#0' -.#7' 5#3#' (--($,#2' 67' -.#' 83(6' (++%#)' /;' -.#'
Persians. Cyril of Scythopolis in a passage of Vita Joh. Hesych. mentioned earlier 
-#++)'1)'-.(-' %-'5()'-.#'-(),'/;'-.#'".7+(3$.)'-/')(;#Z=1(32'-.#'@(+#)-%0%(0'2#)#3-9'
f#-*'5.#0'(+Zd102.%3'%04(2#2'-.#'"3/4%0$#*'-.#7'<#3#+7'%0)-31$-#2'-.#'</0,)'-/'
"3#"(3#'-.#<)#+4#)'-/'$/"#'5%-.'-.#'%04(2#3)'-.#<)#+4#)9'H#'(3#'0/-'-/+2'5.#-.#3'
-.#' 83(6' (++%#)' #4#0-1(++7' #0=(=#2' -.#' N()3%29' !/*' 5.%+#' 5#' .(4#' =//2' #4%2#0$#'
./5'-.#'K(;0%2)')1""/3-#2'%<"#3%(+'$(<"(%=0)*'/13'%0;/3<(-%/0'(6/1-'-.#'5(7'-.#7'
defended the Roman provinces is quite inadequate.

^^9'@3/$/"%1)*'Bella*'EE*'OQ*'DOZDi'V-3(0)9'U9'L9'[#5%0=W9
DPP9'd%$.(#+'-.#'!73%(0*'Chron.*'EEY'O`^'V-3(0)9'F3#(-3#G'o'I%#1'OPPOY'DO^W9'!##'-.#'2%)$1))%/0'

/0'-.#'#"%)/2#'67'!.(.t2'D^^bY'OiDZOii9
DPD9'A/3' -.#' )/13$#)' )##' F3#(-3#G' o' I%#1' OPPOY' Dba*' D`aZD`b9' E-' %)' 5/3-.' 0/-%0=' -.(-'

according to John of Ephesos, HE*'eEY'DQ*'(;-#3'-.#';(%+13#'/;'-.#'$(<"(%=0*'(+Zd102.%3'5()'
(6+#'-/'-(,#'3#4#0=#'/0'6/-.'-.#'N()3%2)'(02'-.#'@#3)%(0)9'd/3#/4#3*'.#'$("-13#2'-.#'N()3%2'
$(<"9'H.%-67'D^QQY'O_OZO_a'(3=1#)'-.(-'-.#'</0/".7)%-#'K/.0'%)'0/-'3#+%(6+#'.#3#'6#$(1)#'.#'
%0-#02#2'-/'#0.(0$#'-.#'3#"1-(-%/0'/;'(+Zd102.%3'5./'-//'5()'('</0/".7)%-#9'!##'(+)/'-.#'
2/16-)'(6/1-'-.#'4(+1#'/;'K/.0m)'5%-0#))'(24(0$#2'67'H.%--/5'D^^^Y'ODbZOD^9

DPO9':.#/".(0#)*'Chronographia*'8d*'`DDiR'!.(.t2'D^^bY'`iDZ`i`R'l(#=%'OPPaY'DO_9
DPa9'H.%--/5'D^^^Y'ODb9
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SECTION V

The Roman army changes

H3%-#3)'/;'I(-#'80-%?1%-7'0/-#2'-.(-'</6%+%-7'5()'('2%)-%0$-%4#';#(-13#'/;'!(3($#0'
(--($,)9'E0'('"%$-13#)?1#'"())(=#*'8<<%(01)'d(3$#++%01)'2#)$3%6#)'./5'-.#7'5#3#'
?1%$,' -/' "#0#-3(-#*' 2#4()-(-#*' $("-13#' (02' 3#-3#(-%0=9104 Procopius discloses that 
-5/'$#0-13%#)'+(-#3'(+Zd102.%3m)'3(%2)'.(2'-.#')(<#'$.(3($-#3Y'\!/')122#0+7'2%2'.#'
</4#'(02')/'4#37'/""/3-10#+7';/3'.%<)#+;*'-.(-*'()'('31+#*'.#'5()'(+3#(27'/B'5%-.'(++'
-.#'"+102#3'5.#0'-.#'=#0#3(+)'(02'-.#')/+2%#3)'5#3#'6#=%00%0='-/'+#(30'5.(-'.(2'
.(""#0#2'(02'-/'=(-.#3'-.#<)#+4#)'(=(%0)-'.%<9'E;'%02##2'67'(07'$.(0$#*'-.#7'5#3#'
(6+#'-/'$(-$.'.%<*'-.%)'6(36(3%(0'5/1+2';(++'1"/0'.%)'"13)1#3)'5.%+#')-%++'10"3#"(3#2'
(02'0/-'%0'6(--+#'(33(7*'(02'5/1+2'3/1-'(02'2#)-3/7'-.#<'5%-.'0/'-3/16+#]9105

8'+(-#')%G-.'$#0-137'.%)-/3%(0')(7)'-.(-'-.#'/0+7'"#/"+#'5./'.(2'-.#'$.(0$#'-/'
2#;#(-' -.#'83(6'(++%#)'/;' -.#'!())(0%(0)'5#3#'/-.#3'83(6)*' ;/3' -.#7'.(2' -.#')(<#'
)5%;-'./3)#)'()'-.#%3'#0#<79106 Recent studies have pointed out that from the fourth 
$#0-137' -.#' 83(6)m' 1)#' /;' -.#' ./3)#)' %0$3#()#2' )%=0%&$(0-+79107' E-' 5()' -.%)*' 5.%$.'
#0(6+#2' -.#' 5(3+%,#' -3%6#)' -/' +(10$.' )5%;-' (02' #B#$-%4#' (--($,)' /0' -.#' J/<(0'
-#33%-/379':/'<##-'-.%)'2#4#+/"<#0-'-.#'J/<(0'(1-./3%-%#)'</2%&#2'-.#'$.(3($-#3'
of the provincial armies of the Near East, by increasing the numbers of the cavalry. 
In the second century A.D. mounted soldiers represented only a small part of the 
;/3$#)'%0'-.#'"3/4%0$#)';3/<'-.#'S1".3(-#)'-/'-.#'J#2'!#(Y'%0'0/0#'/;'-.#'"3/4%0$#)'
2%2' -.#' ./3)#<#0' <(,#' ()' <1$.' ()' OP}' /;' -.#' -/-(+' 01<6#3' /;' -3//")9' E0' Syria 
Palaestina'-.#7'3#"3#)#0-#2'+#))'-.(0'Db}9' On the other hand, a calculation based on 
the Notitia Dignitatum'3#4#(+)'-.(-'%0'89[9'iPP'%0'(++'-.#'21$(-#)'/;'-.#'N#(3'S()-'-.#3#'
5#3#'</3#'./3)#<#0'-.(0'%0;(0-37<#09108 So, the increased importance of cavalry 
(+)/'.#+"'-/'#G"+(%0'5.7'-.#'J/<(0'(1-./3%-%#)'2#$%2#2'-/'3#$31%-')/'<(07'<#0'/;'

DPi9'8<<%(01)*'Res Gestae, XIV, 4, 1.
DPb9'@3/$/"%1)*'Bella*'E*'D_*'iOZia9
DP`9'S4(=3%1)*'HE*'eY'OP9'!##'(+)/'H.%-67'OPPiY'D`P'5./'.()'3%=.-+7'.7"/-.#)%)#2'-.(-'-.#'

increase of the cavalry in the ducates of the Near East – and to a lesser degree in the Panno-
0%(0'21$(-#)'w'5()'21#'-/'-.#'0##2'-/'"3/4%2#'(0'(3<7'$("(6+#'/;'&=.-%0='(0'#0#<7'5.%$.'
=3#(-+7'3#+%#2'/0'.%)'./3)#)9'!##'(+)/'E)(($'D^^PY'Oia9

DP_9'd($2/0(+2' D^^`R' J/6%0' o' :.#7(6' OPPO9' :.#' 83(6' (++%#)' /;' -.#' @#3)%(0)' )./5#2'
"3/&$%#0$7' %0' -.#'1)#'/;'6/5*' +(0$#'(02')5/329'!##'!74(00#'OPPiY'iPPZiPO9'U/7+(02'OPP^Y'
aQaZaQi'3%=.-+7'(3=1#'-.(-'-.#'L#2/1%0'-3%6#)'$#3-(%0+7'/0+7'6#=(0'-/'1)#'-.#'./3)#)'%0'I(-#'
80-%?1%-79' E-' %)'-31#'-.(-'-.#'4(+1#'/;'-.%)'(0%<(+'5()'(+3#(27'(""3#$%(-#2'67'-.#<'(-' +#()-'
aPP'7#(3)'#(3+%#3*'()'%)'"3/4#2'67'=3(h-%')./5%0='-.#'1)#'/;'./3)#)'%0'.10-%0='(02'6(--+#)9'
N/0#-.#+#)*'(3$.(#/+/=%$(+'2/$1<#0-(-%/0'(""#(3)'-/'"3/4#'-.(-' %-'5()'/0+7' %0'-.#' ;/13-.'
$#0-137' 89[9' -.(-' -.#' 5%2#)"3#(2' 1)#' /;' -.#' ./3)#' 6#=109' H#' <(7' )1""/)#' -.(-' %0' I(-#'
80-%?1%-7'/0#'/;'-.#'-5/')1"#3"/5#3)*'</)-'"3/6(6+7'-.#'@#3)%(0)*'%0-#02%0='-/')-3#0=-.#0'
the military capability of their Arab allies, encouraged the tribes to breed horses in order 
-.(-'-.#'83(6'(++%#)'$/1+2'#<"+/7'-.#<'#B#$-%4#+7'(=(%0)-'-.#'@#3)%(0)m'#0#<%#)9':.#'J/<(0)'
5/1+2'.(4#'0(-13(++7'3#($-#2'67'=3#(-+7'#G"(02%0='-.#%3'$(4(+379'E;')/*'-.#'+(3=#3'2%B1)%/0'/;'
-.#'./3)#'%0'-.#'83(6'5/3+2'5()'0/-'(0'#02/=#0/1)'"3/$#))*'61-'('3#)1+-'/;'-.#'#)$(+(-%/0'/;'
-.#'<%+%-(37'$/0;3/0-(-%/0'6#-5##0'J/<#'(02'@#3)%(9

DPQ9'!##'I#5%0'OPPQY'^Zi`9
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83(6')-/$,';/3'-.#')#34%$#'%0'-.#'3#=1+(3'(3<7109'(02'(+)/'5.7'/4#3'-%<#'-.#'J/<(0)'
relied more and more on the forces of the Arab phylarchs. 

:.#'3%)#'/;'-.#'83(6'(++%#)'(02'-.#%3'".7+(3$.)'5()'"(3(++#+#2'67'('3#21$-%/0'%0'
the importance of the magister militum and his comitatenses9'8)';(3'()'5#',0/5*' %0'
-.#'"#3%/2'6#-5##0'-.#'-%<#'/;'-.#'())%=0<#0-'-/'UM3%-.'/;'(')"#$%(+'(1-./3%-7'/4#3'
-.#'-3%6#)'%0'bOQ|^'(02'-.#'6(--+#'/;'>.(+$%)'%0'bbi*'-.#'magister militum per Orientem 
0#4#3'-//,'"(3-'%0'$(<"(%=0)'%0'-.#'"3/4%0$#)')/1-.'/;'-.#'S1".3(-#)9'L7'-.(-'-%<#*'
-.#' )-3#0=-.' /;' -.#' (3<7' (-' .%)' 2%)"/)(+' .(2' =3#(-+7' 5#(,#0#29' E0' ;($-*' (;-#3' -.#'
conclusion of the pax aeterna'-3#(-7*'K1)-%0%(0'%))1#2')/<#'+(5)*'5.%$.'"1-'#4#0'-.#'
comitatensian units stationed in the aforementioned provinces at the disposal of 
the duces and of the civil governors.110'H.#0'-.#'@#3)%(0'5(3)'5#3#'3#)1<#2'%0'biP*'
the magister'5()'0/5'%0'$/<<(02'/;'/0+7'4#37';#5'10%-)'"#3<(0#0-+7'6()#2'%0'-.#'
Mesopotamian area. The same seems to have been true of the regional magistri in 
/-.#3')#$-/3)*'5./')##<'0/5'-/'.(4#'6##0'+#;-'%0'$.(3=#'/;'/0+7'?1%-#')<(++'(3<%#)9111 
Regional magistri'()'5#++'()'-.#'praesentales'5#3#'+/)%0='-3//")'(02'%<"/3-(0$#'-/'-.#'
$/<<(02#3)'/;';3/0-%#3';/3$#)'(02'-/'-.#'+#(2#3)'/;'-.#'(++%#2'"#/"+#*'+%,#'UM3%-.9

CONCLUSIONS

E0'-.#'7#(3)'(;-#3'bO^*'UM3%-.'$/0)/+%2(-#2'.%)'"/)%-%/0'(</0='-.#'83(6'-3%6#)9'
E0' -%<#' .#' 5()' (6+#' -/' =(-.#3' (' )-3/0=' #0/1=.' (3<7' -/' 102#3<%0#' (+Zd102.%3m)'
)1"3#<($79'8;-#3'('?1(3-#3'/;'('$#0-137*'.#'$(<#'-/'6#'(0'#G"#3%#0$#2'+#(2#3'5./'
,0#5'./5'-/'%0-#3$#"-'(02'2#)-3/7'(+Zd102.%39'!/*'K1)-%0%(0'5()'3%=.-'-/'-(,#'.%)'
;(</1)'2#$%)%/0'%0'-.#'7#(3'bOQ|^9'U#'-3(0);/3<#2'-.#'2#;#0)%4#')-3(-#=7'#<"+/7#2'
%0' -.#' "3/4%0$#)' /;' -.#' N#(3' S()-' (=(%0)-' -.#' 83(6' %0$13)%/0)Y' %0' %-)' 2#;#0)%4#'
)-3(-#=7'-.#'#<"%3#'0/5'0/'+/0=#3'3#+%#2'/0'2#;#0$#'%0'2#"-.*'61-'/0'-.#'$/.#)%/0'
(02'-.#')5%;-0#))'/;'-.#'83(6'(++%#)'5./'5#3#')1""/3-#2'67'+%<%-(0#(0';/3$#)*'5.%$.'
3#<(%0#2' %<"/3-(0-9':.#'#0-31)-%0=' -/'UM3%-.'/;'(0'(+</)-'3#=%/0(+'"/5#3*' ;3/<'
Euphrates to Arabia, gave him the authority to gather and coordinate an Arab force 
)1h$%#0-+7'+(3=#'-/'$/0-#02'5%-.'#0#<7'3(%2)9112

DP^9'H#'<1)-'"/%0-'/1-'-.(-'/0+7'-.#'&3)-'=#0#3(-%/0'/;'-.#')/+2%#3)'/;'-.#'illyriciani'5()'
/;'L(+,(0%$')-/$,'(-'-.#'-%<#'-.(-')1$.'10%-)'5#3#'2#"+/7#2'%0'-.#'N#(3'S()-9'I(-#3'#0-3%#)'
5#3#' +/$(++7' 3#$31%-#29' :.#' equites promoti indigenae' 5#3#' 0/-' 83(6' 10%-)*' ()' )1""/)#2' 67'
!.(.t2'D^QiY'bO9':.#7'5#3#'-.#'+#=%/0(37'$(4(+37*'5.%$.'(-'('$#3-(%0')-(=#'%0':#-3(3$.%$'-%<#)'
6#$(<#' %02#"#02#0-' /;' -.#%3' </-.#3' 10%-)R' )##' L3#00(0' D^^Q9' U/5#4#3*' 5#' <1)-' )1""/)#'
-.(-'(;-#3'-.#'&3)-'=#0#3(-%/0')/<#'/;'-.#'0#5'3#$31%-)'5#3#'+/$(+'83(6'<#09'c0'$/0)$3%"-%/0'
(02'.#3#2%-(37')#34%$#'%0'-.#')%G-.'$#0-137'N#(3'S()-*')##'F3#(-3#G'D^^QY'ab'5%-.'-.#'3#+#4(0-'
bibliography.

DDP9'k1$,#3<(0' OPPiY' D`DZD`O9' :.#' "3($-%$#' .(2' %0%-%(-#2' %0' -.#' +(-#' &;-.' $#0-137R' )##'
Codex Justinianus'qEE*'ab*'DQ'Vi^OW9

DDD9'!$.<%--'OPP_*'iDDZiD`R'k1$,#3<(0'OPPi*'D`DZD`a9'c0'-.#'/3=(0%C(-%/0'/;'21$(+'(3<%#)'
%0'K1)-%0%(0m)'-%<#*')##'F3#(-3#G'OPP_69

DDO9'd/3#/4#3*' -.#)#' "/5#3;1+' ".7+(3$.)' $/1+2' =3#(-+7' ())%)-' J/<(0' 2%"+/<($79' :.#)#'
$.%#;)'5#3#'(6+#'-/'0#=/-%(-#'(++%(0$#)'5%-.'-3%6#)'-.(-'.(2'6##0'/1-'/;' -.#'J/<(0')".#3#'
/;' %0T1#0$#' (02' 5.%$.' 2%2' 0/-' 7#-' .(4#' ;/3<(+' $/0-($-' 5%-.' -.#' J/<(0' S<"%3#9' !##'
I%#6#)$.1#-C'OPP`Y'Da`R'DiP9'c0'-.#'$.(3($-#3'/;'-.#'K(;0%2'"/5#3'(02'/;'%-)'(3<7*')##'(+)/'-.#'
)-%<1+(-%0='"(=#)'%0'H.%--/5'D^^^Y'OD^ZOOi9'A/3'(0'%04(+1(6+#'2%)$1))%/0'/;'(++'-.#'+%-#3(37'
(02'#"%=3(".%$(+'2/$1<#0-)'3#+(-#2'-/'-.#'K(;0%2'270()-7*')##'d%++(3'OPDP9
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