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Preface 

The international conference on the “Conservation of Architectural Heritage (CAH): Sustainability" in its seventh 
edition brings attention to the wider topic of heritage enriched by the exploration of fundamental relationships that 
heritage retains with sustainability. 

Undoubtedly, over the last two decades architectural heritage as a complex interdisciplinary field has evolved 
consistently not only by including tangible and intangible dimensions in Architectural Heritage practices and 
theories, but also by linking heritage conservation and regeneration with the wider discourses around Sustainability 
and Sustainable Development. 

As can be seen by the abstract collected in this book, the evolution of heritage as a notion seems to converge on 
two aspects: the first aspect concerns the crucial need of working with communities where heritage exists and 
eventually shared, preserved and enhanced. Communities, the actual owners of heritage, are key to achieving 
effective conservation and interventions. The second aspect is related to the essential bond that contemporary 
heritage practices and praxis hold with the broader notion of environment and thus with the theme of sustainability. 

This conference, therefore, aims to stress the importance of the relationship between heritage and sustainability 
and to emphasise the unprecedented recognition of the notion of culture as part of performing the Sustainable 
Development Goals. Culture and more specifically Cultural Heritage can play a crucial role in the development of 
our built and unbuilt environments, especially through SDG 11. This goal, which asks to make the cities and human 
settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable, intends to strengthen the efforts to protect and safeguard the 
cultural and natural legacy of our cities and the world (target 11.4). Therefore, conservation of tangible and 
intangible heritage is paramount in making our world more sustainable. 

Contributions presented in this conference shows not only that heritage is a cultural product that embraces the 
substance of our places at their architectural, urban and landscape scales, but also emphasises the importance of 
the notion of sustainability as a systemic approach. On the other hand, if we refer to the earliest definition of 
Sustainability, namely “meeting the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to 
meet their own needs”, we also realise how heritage and sustainability deal with very similar concerns, which are 
about preserving cultural and environmental resources for future generations to have sustainable and resilient 
future and living circumstances. 

This book collects contributions from different geographical and cultural realities. 

Despite the greatness in the variety, the majority of the contributions share the same concern conveyed through a 
common call to the notion of sustainability through heritage practices. Within the presented experiences, this notion 
occurs at different scales and praxis, which proposes that a sustainable approach, rather than being a mere 
enrichment, is a profound necessity for any kind of cultural heritage operation regardless of its tangible or 
intangible nature. 

Thanks to the organisational support that IEREK offers for the development of the seventh conference on 
Conservation of Architectural Heritage (CAH): Sustainability that is held at the University of Portsmouth. The 
unique place of Portsmouth as the only island city in the UK with its diverse coastal and naval heritage is suitable 
for maintaining the conference objectives in enriching and expanding the Architectural Heritage’s domain by 
acknowledging its role in achieving a more sustainable world. 
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It is my honor to be launching this conference on Conservation of Architectural Heritage (CAH): Sustainability 
the 7th Edition of its kind.  

IEREK- International Experts for Research Enrichment and Knowledge Exchange - is an institution that began 
pursuing its goal of reaching excellence in the research field in 2013, and since then has been connecting the 
world’s scholars and providing them with a platform that would advance all their endeavors. Building international 
relationships with prestigious universities and institutes worldwide is one of IEREK’s main goals, spreading 
knowledge and enhancing research around the world, along the way, through collaborating with trustworthy 
partners who share its same vision.  

That said, IEREK continues to hope to present the world with a conference that positively contributes to its relative 
field and makes way for scholars to combine their ideas for the greater goal of discovering new and innovative 
solutions to the issue at hand, with the aid of our scientific committee comprised of distinguished professors and 
researchers from a variety of international, established universities.  

Finally, I hope that the conference succeeds in delivering its message to the world of professionals in the various 
concerned disciplines in order for their work to be put into motion. I also declare our welcome to all audiences, 
from undergraduate to postgraduate students, and all who will benefit the most out of this conference. I am looking 
forward to meeting you all and collaborating within this successful experience. 

Mourad S. Amer, PhD

IEREK CEO & Founder 
COEUS CEO & Founder 
Series Editor, ASTI /SUCI /SLNR by Springer 
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WORD BY THE CONFERENCE CHAIRPERSONS 

The “Conservation of Architectural Heritage (CAH): Sustainability" conference is a great opportunity for cross-
border exchange of knowledge and best practices of the sustainable conservation and development of tangible and 
intangible heritage. The University of Portsmouth and its Heritage Hub welcome this conference to the University 
and the City as it reinforces the ethos of communities and their role in preserving and regenerating their heritage. 
As the chair of the conference and the chair of the University of Portsmouth Heritage Hub, I am delighted to 
welcome a wide range of international experts and academics with local heritage bodies and stakeholders in the 
city to explore matters related to heritage and sustainable development in light of the different environmental, 
economic and social challenges the world is facing nowadays. I hope the conference will be the key starting point 
for further national and international collaborations in this interdisciplinary field. 

Dr. Tarek Teba 

Reader in Architectural Heritage at School of Architecture, the University of Portsmouth, UK. 

The “Conservation of Architectural Heritage (CAH): Sustainability" is a significant opportunity to share 
knowledge about cultural heritage practices and their relations with sustainability. 

As the chair of the conference and research lead at Portsmouth School of Architecture, I consider this event as a 
significant step toward a more integrated approach, where sustainability playing its paradigmatic role can inform 
heritage projects at different levels and articulate with more effectiveness both aesthetic and socio-economic values 
along with their repercussions within on current built and unbuilt environment. The conference also shows how 
the need for an interdisciplinary approach in which the notion of sustainability plays the role of unifying paradigm 
is currently a growing and tangible reality, as many international presented case studies clearly show. We hope 
that this conference will foster many exciting opportunities for cooperating across researchers, practitioners and 
students, and will contribute to the discussion about sustainability and resiliency of our tangible and intangible 
heritage. 

Dr. Antonino Di Raimo 
Reader in Architecture at School of Architecture, the University of Portsmouth, UK. 
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Restoration Anamnesis As A Knowledge Tool. 
The Case Study of St Nicholas’ Basilica In Bari. 

Laura Morero1,2, Antonella Guida1,2,  Nicola Masini1,2 
1 DiCEM - Department of European and Mediterranean Culture: Architecture, Environment and Cultural 

Heritage, University of Basilicata, Matera, Italy 
2 ISPC- Institute of Cultural Heritage Sciences, CNR - National Research Council of Italy, Potenza, Italy 

Abstract  
G. De Angelis d’Ossat stated that the restoration of Monuments cannot be considered as a Cultural product of 
modern civilisation alone, but must be understood as a phenomenon that can be traced back to the continuous 
architectural interventions that have taken place throughout the ages.  
Before any conservation work is carried out, it is necessary to study the building both from the point of view of 
architectural design and conservation state, and in relation to the material-constructive events that have marked 
its existence.  
The constructive reading of historical architecture, through an in-depth analysis of the published and unpublished 
sources, interwoven with the studies of physical consistency, can represent a precious cognitive tool to acquire 
all that fundamental information that constitutes the basis of a conscious restoration intervention. 

The possibility of consulting and using the archive documents and the historical data they contain, is a guarantee 
of a deeper knowledge and anamnesis of the Monument and its historical path.  
The interpretation of documentary memories is therefore configured as a concrete cognitive tool and, 
consequently, a planning tool for restoration work, as it allows us to relive and reread the events on the artefact, 
to know the construction technique and the materials used in the historical work.  
The key is to understand restoration history as a model of knowledge and a methodology of initial diagnosis to 
be carried out through history.  
This paper is conceived as a metaphor of a journey through time and dusty documents that unveils the historical 
truth of one of the most important Romanesque monuments in southern Italy, the St Nicholas’ Basilica in Bari, 
recounting the interventions that have modified its architectural consistency and decorative apparatuses, in order 
to arrive at that cognitive basis, the so-called anamnesis, that critically and consciously guides future conservation 
interventions.  

Keywords  

Anamnesis; Restoration; St Nicholas’ Basilica; Apulian architecture; History; Archival sources.  
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